EVS in Eastern Europe – 

SCI Germany (our German branch) has applied as coordinating organisation for this multilateral EVS-project. Below is a summary of the projects. They hope to have approval by Mid May. Selected volunteers would join in Pre-departure Training in Germany in September and then travel to their individual projects for 10 months from October 2011 to July 2012.
Azerbaijan

Youth for Cultural Heritage Baku, 2 vols

Volunteers will work with cultural heritage, historical monuments, museums.

The volunteers need to show motivation in working with cultural heritage, historical

monuments, museums and to demonstrate that they are enthusiastic, creative, and

energetic. The volunteers should be able to speak a good level of English. Some knowledge of Russian or Turkish/Azeri is appreciated. The volunteers must be able to work in a team. The volunteers should be able to work independently and to cope with the existing social and cultural differences in Azerbaijan. For these reasons, characteristics such as flexibility, adaptability, maturity and personal motivation will be highly desired.
UKRAINE

Paraskoveyevka boarding school, Artemovsk Vols 1
The boarding school for mentally disabled children is located in Paraskoveyevka village, 5 kilometers away from Artemovsk. There are about 150 children in the boarding school aged 7-16 years old, among them 15 orphans. Children stay at the boarding school during the whole year and have a special educational program which is focused on professional education in handicrafts, specifically agricultural, carpenter and seamstress.

Promotion of volunteering, Donetsk Vols 1
SVIT working group on volunteering is organizing local and international volunteer projects in south-eastern Ukraine since 2001, both short and long term, in cooperation with other NGOs and institutions; as well as seminars and training activities on the issues of volunteer work and other related topics. SVIT issues publications and news materials on volunteering and other topics related to its activities. The development of volunteer activities and their promotion among young people receive a lot of attention, as volunteering is still associated with communist “subtonics”, but provides possibilities for personal growth, active citizens position, and create practical examples how local problems can be solved with good will and a hand willing to work. The goal of the project is to promote volunteering and youth activism, provide possibilities for young people to be involved in volunteer activities, and improve cooperation and networking among NGOs and other institutions. The project is realized jointly by the volunteers and activists of SVIT, and local partners. Activities include assistance with ongoing projects of SVIT – international volunteer workcamps, seminars and trainings, development and preparation of information materials, newsletter and support of web-site.  

Promotion of Human Rights issues and Gender, Ukraine Vols 1
Situation with human rights education in Ukraine remains at low level, despite work of numerous human rights organizations and law being popular profession. Little attention is paid to education on human rights and gender issues at schools, and it is mainly reading the Constitution and trying to explain what this or that article means. Such lessons do not bring fruitful results, and it leads to young people being not aware about their rights and how to protect them, passive citizen position and lack of civil responsibility. Looking at the side of human rights as gender and equality, especially towards people with disabilities, presents a lot worse picture. One more side of human rights – tolerance to people of other race, remains also very painful issue, and Ukraine is often mentioned in reports of international human rights organizations as Amnesty International for diverse violations of human rights and lack of tolerance in the society.

Eco-school, Artemovsk, Ukraine 1 vol

The project of Eco-school is realized in Bakhmat since 1999. The project is a part of ongoing activities of Bakhmat. As environmental education receives little attention in formal educational system, and provides few opportunities for practical implication and activities, project of Bakhmat in this field has received a lot of attention from schoolchildren. The goal of the project is to educate young people of Artemovsk on environmental issues and raise their environmental awareness. Additionally, the project aims to develop opportunities for extra-curricular activities of school children, involve them in volunteer work and environmental actions. 

MOLDOVA

Social center for elderly people, Chisinau, Moldova Vols 1
The volunteer will be involved in a social project of a partner of AVI-Moldova, a Social Center for Old lonely People whose target group is mainly elderly people.

The main work will consist of helping in the Canteen (homeless shelter) where 120 people are coming to eat. It is necessary to help with the distribution of the food and afterwards to collect dishes from tables.

Just after the hot lunch many people are used to spend a few hours in the centre. We would like the volunteer to help organize different activities for them (singing, dancing, games). Each month the people coming to Cantina are changing. Usually at the beginning of the month is needed to organize welcome games of getting to know each other and a few workshops on communication.

“Daily Center for Children” Casa Providentei, Moldova Vols 1
The volunteer will be involved in a social project of a partner of AVI-Moldova, a Social Center

for disadvantaged people.

The main work will consist of supporting children in doing homework and other school

assignments, assistance in preparation of children’s homework, organizing educational

activities, devloping internet and computers skills of children, teaching of English, organising

different workshops of art, of painting, of manual work and other creative activities,

organising recreational activities, games, videos, excursions, exhibitions concerts,

competitions, other activities that would develop children’s skills.

The volunteer should be motivated and willing to get closely in touch with the difficult living

situation and with the social problems of children. He/she should show interest in social

voluntary work, especially with children. Sometimes they can be too insistent and noisy (as

children usually are) and therefore the volunteer should have good communication skills and

good abilities for work with children. The volunteer should be open minded, ready to work in

a team with other AVI-Moldova volunteers, and be ready to think and feel free to implement

new methods in the work with these children and their families – as the center is working only

from 2002 and for Moldova it is a new experience, there are many opportunities to introduce

his or her ideas.

Children´s Friends, Moldova Vols 1
“Children’s Friends" Association is a non-governmental organization established on February 2002, at the initiative of the International Humanitarian Organization "Amici dei Bambini", Italy. It operates in the field of children's rights protection on the territory of the Republic of Moldova. The organization run a project in a Ludoteca for children. The aim of the project is to raise, educate and train children, using the social and educative animation activities.

The Ludoteca has different activities aiming to contribute to the fruitful and positive development of the children's skills, abilities and self-dependence (drawing, sport, computer, handcraft and various other workshops).

RUSSIA

Orphanage “Malyshok”, Ulan Ude, Siberia, Russia Vols 2
The “Malishok” orphanage is a social care institution which hosts between 100 and 120

orphans and children abandoned by their parents. The children are provided with social and

medical care and being prepared for school. The aim of the orphanage is to give a home to

socially disadvantaged children and to help them integrate into society. The volunteers will

work with the children, organise activities with them to help them integrate into society.

Siberian Creative Group has collaborated with Malishok already since 2002 when the

administration of the orphanage hosted the first EVS volunteer. They were happy to see the

positive influence the volunteer had on the children and the atmosphere in the children group

and are ever since were highly motivated to continue collaboration with SCG.

The concept of enriching the educational process with the new approach volunteers

introduce to their work with children (unconventional approach and the stress on empowering.

Youth theatre, Ulan Ude, Russia Vols 2
Youth Art Theatre of the city of Ulan-Ude (also registered as non-governmental organization)

is an independent theatre founded in 1980 by a group of actors. SCG has collaborated with

the Theater for many years already, they provided platform for workshops and exhibitions on

Human Rights and other events organized by SCG. Recently the theater ceased the artistic

activities. It is now functioning as a volunteer center that runs several own social projects

with the direct participation of Siberian Creative Group and the support the initiatives of the

community. In the “Youth Volunteer Center project in the Theater” where hosted 4 EVS

volunteers and organized several workcamps with their participation. The Youth Volunteer

Center is highly motivated to work with EVS volunteers because they stimulate the volunteer

activities of local youth involved in Theater’s social projects by their own example as projects’

permanent activists.

“Love´s bridge”, Perm, Russia

Since 1998 Love`s Bridge and Zashita have been working with the street children and

underprivileged youth of Perm – children from deprived backgrounds, young people who

formerly lived on the streets, and those who are at high risk of ending up in the street. The

two main objectives of the project are to help those who are already in crisis situations and

also to prevent crisis situations in the first place. A large part of our work is providing

underprivileged youngsters with the skills necessary to lead a healthy and independent life.

We offer free leisure time activities to those who are otherwise isolated from society and also

run classes which educate young people about the risks of substance abuse, alcohol abuse

and how to avoid a life on the street. The free time activities we offer include sports events,

sewing classes, computer classes, cooking lessons, dancing and they are also able to take

part in excursions to the cinema, theatre, sports events and short breaks. Older teenagers

are offered assistance in finding a job and resolving domestic and jurisdicial problems, and

are supported morally and materially in their first steps to adult life.

Youth Memorial, Perm, Russia

The aim of the project is to bring together young volunteers and elderly people who were

subjected to political repression in the Soviet period. The volunteer works in the social

service of Youth Memorial helping elderly people in their every day life. As a rule, those are

lonely people who have few social links and/ or failed to create a family due to their

problematic biography (The “public enemy” couldn’t have a family and friends). This is why a

volunteer carries out a very important function in the life of such people by supporting them

and enriching their life.

Konkort, Sfera, Nishni Novgorod, Russia

The general aim of the activity is social rehabilitation and social inclusion of disabled youth

visiting “Konkort”. Nowadays a lot of young people with physical and mental disability are

completely isolated from the community and have contacts only with their parents and social

servants, as well as they can’t provide themselves with even elementary domestic needs.

The project targets on individual supervising of young disabled by EVS volunteer and training

of basic social skills as well as mental development activities in this process. The second line

of volunteer’s activity is organizing of group meetings and making workshops for disabled

youth depending on skills and interests of volunteer (it can be musical, art of handcraft

workshops).

School for children with fewer opportunities, Nizhni Novgorod, Russia, Sfera

Volunteer profile:

Volunteer candidate has to be, first of all, interested in making social service in Russia and

has to be ready to face a difficult social adaptation in the country with very big cultural

difficulties. The volunteer has to love to work with wide audience and to be ready to find

contact with young people and children with different background and abilities in

communication. Volunteer can be interested in work with children with special needs and

want to familiarize with modern methods of special pedagogy, psychology, physiotherapy.

All the candidates will be presented to the hosting project and they will select a volunteer on

the following criteria:

- motivation to work with disabled children;

- readiness to work hard, because it’s not so easy to work in the different conditions,

with international team, with other educational system and in the other language;

- readiness to learn Russian and to communicate in Russian;

- readiness to promote his/her national culture.

Intercultural club for young people in Cheboksary, Russia

Aims: to contribute into the education and development of the local youth aged 10 -20 years

in order to make them more educated, more aware of the cultures of the other countries, to

teach them tolerance to other countries, religions, races, backgrounds, and more interested

in people who are different. This project complies with the annual priorities “Intercultural

dialogue” as there will be regular communication of the foreign volunteer with the local

youngsters and they will also work together on different projects and working together will

create more understanding. There will be 4 intercultural communication clubs led by this

volunteer: 3 clubs in the local colleges and one club for the active “Sodrujestvo” young

volunteers (aged 10-16). The work of the clubs will be carried out on the permanent basis

throughout the whole period of the volunteer EVS project.

Intercultural educational project for primary school kids, Russia

Youth Voluntary Center “Sodrujestvo” is located in Cheboxary, the capital of the Republic of

Chuvashia in Russia. Cheboxary is a provincial town, situated 650 km to the east from

Moscow. The Chuvash Republic is a small local ethnicity with about 1,5 mln inhabitants. Its

history and culture is rich, but unfortunately it is forgotten and replaced by the more widespread

Russian culture. It is sad. The Chuvash nationality is becoming a minority verses

Russians and the local language is dying. There are also a lot of stereotypes created in the

Soviet period of the Russian history where being “Chivash” was considered “poorely

educated, not-intelligent, rural and primitive”. So that way Chuvash speaking people are

often excluded and discriminated. Youth Volunatry Center “Sodrujestvo”, whose values are

equal rights for people with different backgrounds, respect to all cultures and nationalities is

initiating this project to help the revival and promotion of the local Chuvash culture and

language. This project will be carried out in a local state primary school where primary school

kids will be taught the Chuvash language, its culture and traditions. There will be a lot of work

done for breaking down stereotypes and prejudeces, improving the image of the Chuvash

culture and creating a positive picture in the minds of the kids and their parents about cultural

and national differences. For this project we would like to attract an international volunteer,

who will help creating the atmosphere of promoting multiculturalism, multilanguages and

tolerant attitute towards “different” background. The target group of the project – primary

school kids – will study full time at school and their study program will include different

activities aimed at reaching the set goals. The volunteer will take part in this activities and will

also organise his own activities (games, role-plays, performances, discussions, lessons)

about cultural differences, tolerance towards different backgrounds, breaking down

stereotypes and prejudices.

Promotion of volunteering in Cheboksary, Russia

Youth Voluntary Center “Sodrujestvo” is located in Cheboxary, the capital of the Republic of

Chuvashia in Russia. Cheboxary is a provincial town, and although Chuvashia has a long

and rich history, not so many foreigners come here. That´s why there are not a lot of

possibilities for youngsters to meet other cultures and have international friends.

“Sodrujestvo” is trying to fill this gap. We are organising intercultural social activities

(workcamps) in the region, attracting young volunteers from all over the world.

