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VSI Volunteering and Employment Project 
Would you like to explore with Voluntary Service International (VSI) how volunteering can improve employment prospects? 
Volunteering has many benefits and one of them is to increase the job prospects of the volunteer.  As people with disabilities and people over the age of 50 are often excluded from employment, the aim of this project is to explore, with people from these two groups, the possibilities of volunteering to enhance employability.
VSI is currently searching for participants from Ireland to take part in this project with our partners in the Czech Republic and Finland.  Three seminars will take place in 2012:  

- 16-20 May in Prague, Czech Republic; 

- September in Helsinki, Finland (date to be confirmed); 

- November in Dublin, Ireland (date to be confirmed).

Participants may take part in one or all three seminars, depending on your interest.  You don’t need any experience to take part in this project, you may be unemployed, a student or employed.  You do need an interest in the subject and a willingness to learn and you should belong to one of the two groups, so you should have a disability and / or be over the age of 50.
In each of the seminars, we will explore the subject together.  The first seminar, which takes place in Prague, will explore volunteering, internships and employment; the group will visit workplaces, meet with employers and share their experiences with the other participants from the Czech Republic, Finland and Ireland.

Please visit the website: www.volunteer-employability.eu
All expenses are covered, including international travel, accommodation and meals when attending a seminar.  All seminar and workplace venues will be fully accessible. Wheelchair / disability accessible accommodation and transport will be provided where required and there is some provision for personal assistants.  Please contact Helen in VSI (see below for contact details) to discuss this further.
If you are interested in taking part, please send a motivation letter & brief CV, stating why you would like to take part in the project to: helen@vsi.ie with the subject heading: Volunteering Learning Partnership. 

If you would like further info or have any questions, please contact Helen in the VSI office: helen@vsi.ie, 086 264 3610, VSI office 01 855 1011. www.vsi.ie 
This Learning Partnership project is supported by the European Commission’s Lifelong Learning Programme ‘Grundtvig’.

