VSI NEWS JULY 09
· Volunteers needed for new Irish project in Midleton, Co. Cork 8-18 August
Volunteers will assist with the development of a sustainable education centre in a coeducational school in Midleton, Co. Cork. Recently a group built compost toilets and planted trees at the site. 6 pigs live in the courtyard! The work will include clearing plants and overgrowth from the courtyard and buildings, uncovering cobblestones, helping to build a dry-stone wall and putting a roof on part of a building. More details from the VSI project search engine. 

1. A full list of upcoming Irish projects (North and South) can be found on the VSI project search engine. 

2. Many SCI branches are finalising new projects over the coming months which need volunteers and these can also be found on the VSI project search engine.

· ITALY EARTHQUAKE PROJECTS AUGUST 09 
SCI Italy are organising several projects in the L'Aquilla region of Abruzzo which was devastated by a major earthquake in April last. So this summer 6 projects are organised, in 2 main areas:
· 3 projects focusing on animation (drama, sports, arts)with the youngsters still in the displaced tents
·  3 camps focusing on the first steps of the future reconstructions, cleaning, protecting and archiving old medieval stones, in two small villages.
Each project will have 10 volunteers, half of them from Italy and the other half filled by international volunteers. More details from ivp@vsi .ie 

· EVS Post at Jesuit Refugee Service in Brussels. 

VSI is helping JRS to recruit a new EVS Media Assistant under the EVS Programme. We have placed 1 Irish intern with JRS over the last year. The Jesuit Refugee Service is an international Catholic organization. Its mission is to accompany, to serve and to plead the cause of refugees and forcibly displaced people. The JRS was set up by the Society of Jesus in 1980 and is now working over 50 countries worldwide. JRS works with all refugees but has a particular concern at present for the "forgotten" refugees who have moved out of the media spotlight. There are over 20 million refugees worldwide. A further 25 million people are displaced within their own countries.
The Media Assistant will be expected to support the JRS Europe Policy and Advocacy team in Brussels in communicating their reports, studies and publications to those in the JRS network and the wider world.  The successful candidate will assist in the production of the JRS newsletter 'The Refuge', assist in the organisation of events with European institutions and other civil society organisations, will help coordinate awareness raising projects and will help in the development JRS Europe's electronic communications.
(More info from the VSI web pages or contact Tom ASAP at the VSI office if you are interested)
· Russia Study Visit April 09
VSI volunteer Sinead Walsh took part in the SCI Study Tour to Russia in April last. The aim was to meet many partner organisations in different parts of Russia to strengthen cooperation and partnership. Sinead writes - As intimidating as it seems, the Russian language has at least one simple word: volontёr. Volunteering isn’t a new idea in Russia, but since the early 1990s, human rights workers across the former Soviet Union have sought to make the notion of voluntary work – which during the Soviet period was all too often a euphemism for forced labour of one kind or another – more attractive, especially to the youth of the country, by adopting a western-sounding vocabulary. For some people, particularly in remote parts of the countryside, the word volontёr is still a new one, but in other places the concept is already flourishing. Last April, I flew to Moscow to participate in the SCI study visit “Cooperation, not Confrontation,” and learn more about the work of SCI’s Russian partners. The full report of Sinead’s study visit can be found on http://www.vsi.ie/experience/ivp/russia-study-visit/
Teenage Programme Update
Projects in Europe: VSI currently have a group of young people in Ypres, a Flemish city in Belgium to help make a short documentary about the First World War and to explore the history of that time. Another group is actually in Bari in Italy working on project with the theme of water - access to water as a fundamental right; water management as part of sustainable lifestyles. Then in August a group from Ireland will travel to Spain in Vallbona (Catalonia) for an exchange with the theme of  Knowing our Environment”  which includes - the environment, the natural resources and  rural life.

Projects in Ireland: The first Irish project will start next week, in Wicklow. Youth groups from France, Spain and Italy will join an Irish group for 10 days to work on the sustainable living theme. For this project VSI work with Carraig Dulra, a permaculture centre and the young people will have to build a stones amphitheatre as well as doing some work in the garden. 

The other Irish project starts in August in Donegal with the help of Téach Bán, a centre working in the area of peace and reconciliation. Young people from Belgium, Spain and France will be gather on the theme of understanding conflict, using  non-formal peace education.     

All Youth Exchanges are funded by the European Commission’s Youth in Action programme. See www.leargas.ie for more details.
Volunteer Day at the Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation, Wicklow

The Glencree Centre are running their 2009 Summer School on 'What the South needs to hear and what the North needs to say'. They would like volunteers to help with making up beds, laundry and cleaning on Friday 28 August. You can stay over at Glencree on the 28th and then join in the Summer School on Saturday 29th. Transport: You can make your own way there or there will be a pick-up from Bray station on the morning of the 28th. If you are interested in this opportunity please contact Helen in the VSI office. devofficer@vsi.ie
SCI International Photo Competition 

The SCI International Archives is launching a photo competition for next year's (2010) 90th anniversary of SCI. SCI volunteers are invited to make photos in workcamps which are inspired by photos from historic SCI workcamps (see http://www.service-civil-international.org/provoking-peace/photo-competition.html)In the photos you take you should try imitate or reproduce the workcamp situation shown in one of the vintage photos.

 * 1st prize - one Workcamp Voucher valid till 2012. It will cover the

inscription fee for taking part in any SCI branch, group or partner

organization. Membership fee excluded.

 * 2nd-99th Prize - one Finest Swiss Organic Fair Trade Chocolate bar.

A small committee will select the best photos. The photographer agrees,

that submitted photos can be used according the conditions of use of SCI International Archives -

(http://www.service-civil-international.org/main/archives/conditions-of-use.html)

· Long Term Volunteering Vacancies 
SCI has just published its latest list of long term volunteering projects. There are 1-2 EVS projects but the majority are open to all volunteers. More details from the Long Term Volunteering pages on the VSI WebPages.
· SCI Peace Messengers Newsletter 
The latest newsletter from the SCI Peace Messengers Network is now available from the VSI WebPages. VSI volunteer Emmet Griffin attended the recent Training Seminar in Paris organised by the network. Over 20 activists from many different countries took part. Participants will now organise Peace Education sessions on all the volunteer projects they will visit and take part in this Summer.
· National Youth Council Zambia Youth Exchange 
NYCI is organising an exchange visit for youth workers from NYCI member organisations to Zambia in southern Africa. During the visit, they will meet with youth organisations and development agencies, share experiences of youth work and learn about issues facing young people in Zambia. The visit will be followed by a visit by Zambian youth workers to Ireland to coincide with One World Week 2009 which takes place from the 14th – 22nd November. 

The organisations that send participants will participate in relevant One World Week activities and engage with the Zambian youth workers during their visit to Ireland. 

NYCI will cover the cost of travel to Zambia, transfers in-country, accommodation and subsistence. Participants and/or their organisations will cover the cost of vaccinations and health/travel insurance. Proof of vaccinations and insurance will be sought prior to travel. 

When? The Irish group will travel to Zambia for approximately ten days in the weeks starting 28th September - 11th October 2009 and the Zambian groups will visit Ireland will coincide with One World Week from the 14th  - 22nd November 2009 (Specific dates TBC).

Participant Profile

· Be a volunteer or paid youth worker/leader with an NYCI member youth organisation or a group who is affiliated to a member youth organisation

· Be between 18 and 35 years old

· Demonstrate a commitment to development education in youth work

· Be willing to share the learning from the exchange within their own organisation and with other youth organisations

· Commit to full participation at two pre-departure and two post-exchange workshops. Provisional dates for the pre-departure workshops are the 7th and 21st September
· There is an expectation that participating organisations will engage in the follow up visit of the Zambian group to Ireland during One World Week

Contact Tom at VSI for more details.

· Honduras Coup –Talk 15 July 19.30 Seomra Spraoi, 10 Belvedere Court, D 1
On June 28th the Honduran military staged a coup which was quickly sanctioned by most of the Parliament, the Church hierarchies and the Supreme Court. The reason was that Zelaya was trying to perpetuate in power, although no serious argument to prove this have been put forward. The coup was immediately rejected by the international community and the people started bravely to mobilise in the streets of Honduras in defiance of the military: first in the hundreds, later in many thousands. We invite people for an open discussion on this issue and to explore ways in which we can renew our commitment of solidarity with the struggles of the Latin American people, translating our rejection of this imposition into concrete solidarity proposals. More details from www.lasc.ie 

· Open Veins of Latin America and Obama – from a Past of Pillage to a New Era of Co-operation?: 13 July, 8 pm, James Connolly Room, Liberty Hall, Dublin 1.  Public Talk by Samuel Moncada, Venezuelan Ambassador to Ireland and the UK.  Organised by the Venezuela Ireland Network, LASC and SIPTU.  Further details available from LASC www.lasc.ie 
· Benefit Night in aid of medical supplies for Cuba Sat 25 July, Teachers Club, Dublin

The evening will include a special performance of The Great Escape. All proceeds to be used to transport euro 0.5 milion of medical supplies to Cuba. Special guest CUBAN AMBASSADOR TO IRELAND NOEL CARRILLO. Followed by Cuban and Latin American music plus DJ till late.

Cost: 10 euro More details from www.lasc.ie 

· What in the World?  – Series Four was filmed on location in Colombia, Laos, Mali, Mongolia, Niger & Paraguay.  The programmes, which are televised on RTÉ One at 11.05 pm on Thursday’s (remaining programmes will be screened on 13 and 20 July), will focus on Human Rights, Globalisation & Poverty.  Further details available from info@kmfproductions.net, W: www.kmfproductions.net  or from Peadar King, T: 087 4188980.

· The Lisbon Treaty from a Development perspective: 16 July, 2.30 – 4.30 pm (registration an coffee from 2pm), Conference Room, European Parliament Office, 43 Molesworth Street, Dublin 2.  Organised by Comhlámh, VSO and Dóchas in preparation for the referendum later in the year.  Please register with deirdrem@comhlamh.org by 5 pm on 13 July.
