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1.Volunteers Needed for VSI Stands at Upcoming Events

VSI will have stands at the events below to promote our volunteering programmes. If you can help out with any of these then please contact the office ASAP. VSI will cover all expenses.

NUI Galway - Monday 22nd September 2008 1.00pm – 5.00pm

Feile Eile in Thurles, Sunday 21 September – 12.00-5.00pm

Cork Institute of Technology Careers Fair Tuesday October 7th 2008 from 10.30am – 3.00pm
              Letterkenny IT, Monday 20th October 12.00-3pm

2.VSI Volunteer Evaluation Workshops 27 September 2008

The VSI Volunteer Evaluation Workshops will take place on Sat. September 27 next in the Carmelite Centre, Aungier St., Dublin. Volunteers will exchange experiences and stories of the many different projects they joined in this year in over 50 countries worldwide –from Roscommon to Russia; Clare to Calcutta; Dublin to Dubrovnik; Meath to Malaysia; Cork to Costa Rica.

More details from info@vsi.ie 

3. Dutch Disability Exchange 
On Friday the 12th a group from the VSI Teenage programme is flying to Amsterdam to explore the possibility of working with the Jubilee Sailing Trust. It is hoped that they will get access to a tall ship next summer and embark on a trip around some part of Europe with a crew of teenage volunteers fifty percent of whom have various physical disabilities. The ships were built with the needs of this fifty percent in mind. More details in the next Bulletin.
4. VSI TO HOST INTERNATIONAL MEETING OF SCI

This December VSI will host over 50 delegates from all over the world at the International Committee Meeting of SCI.

The meeting will take place in the Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation in Co. Wicklow. During the four day seminar delegates from the 35 SCI branches worldwide along with participants from the SCI International Working groups will reflect on the past year and put in place an Action Plan for the International Movement for 2009 and future years.

VSI will need help with this big event –volunteers to meet some delegates at the airport; drivers to take people to/from Glencree; hosts (for before/after the meeting); musicians (for evening sessions at Glencree); Banner Makers etc.

More info in the next Bulletin but if you would like to help out then contact Tom in the VSI office in the meantime,

5. International Volunteer Projects (IVP) 

Places on up-coming projects 

There are still places available on IE-VSI 6.4 SONAIRTE (Co. Meath) 06/10 – 20/10. Sonairte becomes an apple lover’s paradise at this time. Harvesters and peelers please apply! There will also be gardening work which will include planting, harvesting and weeding. Volunteers will also assist at the reception desk, eco shop and café on the days that Sonairte is open to the public and help with event days and the Farmers Market. Volunteers will learn about organic gardening. 

There are also places available on projects coming up in the autumn and winter in Germany, Iceland, Palestine, Turkey and many other countries, please go to the search engine at: http://www.sciint.org/workcamp_search.phtml 
For more info please contact Laura in the office at ivp@vsi.ie 

6. Don’t forget about the photo competition!

If you have taken part in an IVP this year and took some great photos that you’d like to share, please send them in to us. We are running a competition, the best photo will win the photographer a free IVP project next year! 

The photographs must clearly show some aspect of an international volunteer project - volunteering actions or learning in which the volunteer has taken part during the project. You may enter between 3 and 6 photographs (black and white or colour), which must be in a digital format. Each photo can have a caption/ or title of 30 words maximum. The pictures must be a minimum of 300 dpi in jpeg format (size 13 x 18).

Prizes: 1st prize: Free IVP project for 2009 (not including travel), 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded, prizes to be announced

VSI will use the winning photos on the VSI website and will publish the photos in the monthly bulletin, in the 2009 VSI Programme Book as well as in other publicity materials.

Judging and rules:
1. The closing date is the 15th October 2008.

2. The VSI Ireland IVP Committee will decide the winning photos.

3. The winners will be contacted directly and the results will be published on the VSI website.

4. The prizes will be presented at the VSI AGM in November 2008.

7.Development Education Workshops/Training (NYCI)

The National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) will run the following Development Education Training Courses over the coming months:

Act Up! – Dublin – 9 September.  Taking action is at the core of good development education. This training will explore what actions are appropriate for youth groups to take and what are age-appropriate actions in youth work?

 One World Week Training – Nationwide - September/October/November.  One World Week takes place during the 3rd week of November every year. Training is provided to youth workers/leaders and peer educators around the country from September to November in the use of the education resource produced by NYDEP. 

Linking to the Wider World – Galway – 19 November.  This evening session gives participants the chance to explore International opportunities open to them for development education. 

Picture Perfect – Dublin – 4 December. Pictures are a powerful tool for examining global justice issues and giving young people the opportunity to use their imagination to explore the causes and effects of injustice on people in the majority and minority world. 

Footprint on the Planet – Dublin – 6 December. This training will examine climate change and sustainable development from a justice perspective.

 Funding Opportunities – Nationwide – 11 December. These evening sessions will give information for accessing funding to run development education activitiesFor further information on any of the above training courses please visit www.youthdeved.ie/training or contact Alan Hayes at 01 4255932 or by email at alan.hayes@nyci.ie.
8. United Nations International Day for the Eradication of Poverty: 17 October.  The day will be commemorated in Dublin at the Famine Memorial, Custom House Quay at 11 am.  The event will be marked by the unveiling of a commemorative stone inscribed in English, Irish and French with the words “Wherever men and women are condemned to live in poverty, human rights are violated.  To come together to ensure that these rights are respected is our solemn duty.”   For further information, a copy of the campaign leaflet and other support material, please contact: 17th October Group, c/o ATD Fourth World, 31 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1, T: 01 8558191, E: 17october@eircom.net.  Sign the Call to Action at http://www.oct17.org.

9. ECO-UNESCO’s Introduction to Sustainable Development course will run from 25 September to 18 December 2008 in the Alliance Francaise, 1 Kildare Street, Dublin 2.  The course equips participants with a nationally recognised qualification (FETAC level 5). Over 10 weeks, participants will study sustainable development through case studies and practical activities. The course looks at sustainable communities and the links between society, economy and the environment.  T: 01 6625491, E: training@ecounesco.ie or visit www.ecounesco.ie.
10. Latin American Development Issues Course: Starting 23 September (duration 20 weeks), 6.30 – 8.30 pm at Ballsbridge College of Further Education, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.  This lively and participative provides an overview of the causes and consequences of lack of development in Latin America. Rooted firmly in the experience of the people of the region, the course will cover historical, social, economic, political and cultural perspectives.  Cost: €180.  Further info available from www.lasc.ie, E: info@lasc.ie, T: 01 6760435.  Further information : http://www.ballsbridgecollege.com/dev.html.
11. Development Perspectives training courses: Freedom Football – Training of Trainers

This innovative and participatory trainincourse will prepare and enable participants to use sport in general and soccer in particular in a range of settings to tackle and deal with issues such as conflict, inequality, and global justice. It will take place over four weekends between the 20 September (start day) and mid December 2008.  Venue:  Dowdallshill GAA Club, Newry Road, Dundalk.  Closing date for applications: 15 September.  
12. Global Development – Issues and challenges that face our world – 10 week course, beginning 9 October, 7 pm, Dundalk Institute of Technology. Further information available at http://www.learn.ie/www/product.asp?pID=117&cID=3. 
For further information on either of the above please contact Bobby McCormack, E: bobby@develomentperspectives.ie, T: 087 0536622.  Further information on ‘Development Perspectives’ is available at www.developmentperspectives.ie.
13. Stand up against poverty
Dóchas invites you to become part of a global movement   and to stand up against poverty
Last year, over 43 million people Stood Up to demand that world leaders keep their promises to end poverty and inequality . This year, help us break that record and send an even louder message to our governments. 
Why Stand Up?
 In 2000, leaders of 189 countries signed the Millennium Declaration agreeing to do everything in their power to end poverty. They pledged to do this by achieving the Millennium Development Goals, a roadmap to end extreme poverty by 2015.

Still, every day, 50,000 people die as a result of extreme poverty and the gap between rich and poor people is increasing. Nearly half the world’s population live in poverty, 70% are women. We have the power to change this.
 Campaigners worldwide will STAND UP and TAKE ACTION to push their governments for more and better aid, debt cancellation, education for all boys and girls, healthcare, trade justice, gender equality and public accountability.
If you Stood Up last year you’ll notice a few changes. This year, to make sure more people can take part,

 We will Stand Up between October 17 – 19, as the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty unfolds across the world. We are also asking you to Take Action as part of your Stand Up event. This could mean sending letters to your government, organizing teach-ins, distributing books or other educational materials, donating blood, planting trees or any number of other ways to contribute towards ending poverty and inequality.
 http://www.standagainstpoverty.org/ 
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