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1.  Congratulations to Helen O Grady:
Helen O Grady an active VSI member from Limerick has been selected as a Vodafone World of Difference Winner. Helen has had a long-term interest and passion in the area of immigration and has just completed an MA in Contemporary Migration and Diaspora Studies at UCC. She will put her skills and knowledge to use by working with Doras Luimni (Development Organisation for Refugees and Asylum Seekers), a charity focused on creating a development skills programme for immigrants in Limerick. She is aware of how quickly Ireland is changing and feels inspired to work towards improving integration and inclusion for newcomers to our country. Helen will work as a Project Coordinator, setting up a career development skills programme with Doras Luimni. More details from http://www.vodafoneirelandfoundation.ie/winners.php
2. VSI Seeks a Marketing Intern

VSI is seeking a Marketing Intern Volunteer to work as part of the staff team based at our city centre office.
The Marketing Intern will assist with a variety of tasks to raise the profile of VSI and its programmes. 
The post will be from 8-20 hours a week for at least six months, beginning as soon as possible. The allocation of weekly hours will be agreed between the Co-ordinator and the Intern. This internship will be on a voluntary basis. However, there will be a small allowance per week to cover expenses.

Applications: Interested candidates should forward a current CV and letter of .application outlining their suitability for the position to Tom Ryder, Coordinator, VSI, 30 Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1 or by email to deved@vsi.ie  Closing date for application is 30 July 2008. More details from info@vsi.ie 

3. Vietnam Project Update

It's going great . In a lovely spot, a big village about 2.5 hours north of Hanoi. It's roasting as well. It's slightly cooler here, but not much. So we are in a northern province called Phu Tho, working in the SOS village. There are about 200 children, orphaned or abandoned. We get up at 7 and leave at 8. This morning we were painting, this afternoon we will be teaching. I think I will like the variety. In the evening there are activities for the volunteers, and some free time. There are

14  volunteers. Out of those two are non Asian, myself and a 20 year old from L.A. A large proportion are from Korea, and a couple from Japan and China. I'm the oldest I think. They are all very nice.

Living conditions are good and we are in a nice house and we have a light mattress on the floor in a cool room where half of us sleep. The food is lovely. There are 3 local volunteers who are so nice. They are girls, about 20. There is a lot of group discussion (maybe too much) making sure everyone is in agreement about what we will do, but that is good of course. We have a timetable which is organised for every day so it is good to know what we will be doing. The co-ordinater, Phong in Hanoi is absolutely lovely. So that's about it. Very excited to start teaching tomorrow.

There will be 5 volunteers and 10 students so maybe they might actually learn something! 

Sorcha O Dea 

4. EVS Volunteers with VSI
At the moment VSI has placed the following volunteers on EVS projects abroad;-

Austria – Amy Fox Arts and Cultural Centre, Salzburg; Fiona Shannon – ECO project, Graz (just completed her service)

Kosovo – Kieran Quigley and Peter Collins work with Balkan Sunflowers on youth and community projects

Germany – Etienne Corish works at a special school for young people with disabilities in Kassel

Belgium – Jennie Corbett has just started working with the Mayors for Peace Project in Ypres; Michael Donohue worked with the Jesuit Refugee Centre in Bruxelles

Palestine – Paul Fallon works on a Gay and Lesbian project in Jerusalem

Spain – Tommy Durcan is involved with a Bird conservation project in Majorca

Wales – Laura Travers works on a Whale and Dolphin conservation project in Fishguard

5. VSI seeks Volunteer Leader for International Volunteer Project in Mosney, Co. Meath in August
Could you be our Volunteer Leader at our International Volunteer Project at Mosney in August?

Are you an experienced VSI volunteer or do you have experience in leading volunteer groups? Would you like to work with our Project Coordinator on our Summer Activity Camp at Mosney, supporting the volunteer group, liaising with the staff and organising social events? 

Mosney is a former holiday resort in Co. Meath which now provides housing for almost 700 residents from 50 different countries seeking asylum in Ireland. There are approximately 100 children and young people aged 4 – 17yrs resident in Mosney, 10 international volunteers will be working with us from the 2nd – 15 August to run a Summer Activity Camp for some of these children. Activities include sports, arts and drama and day trips are also planned.

We will provide training. Your travel expenses within Ireland and your food and accommodation will be covered. 

If you are interested please contact Helen in the VSI office   devofficer@vsi.ie       

6.  VSI seeks a volunteer to accompany a participant with a disability on an International Volunteer Project

Do you have experience of working with people with physical disabilities? Would you like to accompany a man with a disability who is a wheelchair user to participate on an SCI project in Catalonia? All expenses will be covered. Please contact Helen in the VSI office if you are interested devofficer@vsi.ie 

7.  EVS Volunteers needed for Belarus, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine

Belarus – volunteer needed for a NGO working with blind people

Moldova – volunteer needed for working with elderly and homeless people; volunteer needed to work in a centre for young people with disabilities; volunteer to work on an environmental project with young people

Russia – volunteer to work in an orphanage in Siberia and Voronezh; working on an anti racism project in Voronezh; 

Ukraine – working in a centre for young people with disabilities; working on an eco project with young people; working on a project promoting volunteering among young people; 

More details from ivp@vsi.ie   

8.Volunteers needed for Rome Biodiversity project Sept-December 08               Two volunteers are needed for a project in Rome from September to December next with The "Mediateca of the Lands". This is an audiovisual archive containing more than 1600 videos from different parts of the world on biodiversity and it is the most important information instrument of the Centro Internazionale Crocevia. It is a cultural Centre, opened to the public, where videos, documents and multimedia materials - concerning North/South and Development issues - will be available for consultation. Applications should be submitted by 15th July next. More info from ivp@vsi.ie 

9. Vanuatu – 12 Volunteers needed for September project
For the 2nd year running SCI are organising a special project in Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean. The project will take place in Marou Village, Emao Island, 1.5 hours from the capital, Port Vila. Emao is a small island composed of six different communities, Marou being largest with a population of 181. There is a marine conservation area in the village. 
Work: Volunteers will work with the community on three projects: 1. Lay up stones at the seaside for cyclone protection. 2. Dive in the lagoon to remove plastic bags, and remove ‘crown of thorns’ star-fish from the reef. 3. Assist with building of an additional classroom. 
Accommodation: Communal hut, very basic with no electricity, water must be carried by bucket for washing and for flushing toilets. Vols should bring camping mattress and sleeping bag. 
Study: Sustainability, waste management and recycling, global warming. Extra cost: 125 Euro which must be paid in local currency (Vatu 17,250) on arrival. This fee will pay for your food, accommodation, insurance, work camp leader and internal fares, and a small proportion will go towards the further development of work camps in Vanuatu.

More details from ivp@vsi.ie 
 10 . Rail of Peace Travelling Project -Macedonia and SE Europe          From 22 July - 8 August the Centre for Intercultural Dialogue in Macedonia will organise the first Balkan travelling work camp "Rail of Peace 2008" for young people. The travelling work camp is organized in the framework of the SCI SAVA Group which aims to further develop cooperation between organisations in South East Europe which in practice will be seen throughout the travelling work camp. The projects will visit take part in Peace Education workshops and then travel to various work camp projects in Macedonia and nearby countries.   Hardworking and motivated volunteers, aged 18-35 years are needed to join the project. More details   ivp@vsi.ie 
 11 . New Project in Palestine 3-17 August   SCI-Belgium has organised a special volunteer project together with Project Hope and the Dar Al Fonon Centre in Nablus, Palestine. We are now looking for 10 motivated and experienced volunteers from SCI branches to take part in this special project.   From August 3-17, 2008, International and local volunteers will take part in a summer camp for children (9 to 13 years old) from the old Askar camp and other refugee camps. Dar Al-Fonon Center, in partnership with Project Hope, will organise and host the summer workcamp.

International volunteers will prepare and implement different activities for the children. Each afternoon, several workshops will be held simultaneously including drama, music, circus, educational games, sports, painting and drawing. Each morning, international volunteers will attend field trips in Nablus and participate in workshops that teach Palestinian culture and promote inter-cultural dialogue. Additionally, several trips around the West Bank are planned.    Volunteer Skills Needed: a strong command of English; any experience and passion for teaching arts and/or drama.    More details from ivp@vsi.ie
12 .   The Graduate Certificate in Training for Development Education at DCU:    Dublin City University (School of Law and Government) in association with Comhlamh would like to announce an exciting Development Education course:  The Graduate Certificate in Training for Development Education (The Global Trainer Ireland Programme).This one-year distance learning programme includes three residential weekends combined with tutor-led online components throughout the year. Closing date for applications: 15 Aug 2008.         More info from: http://www.comhlamh.org/trainings-courses-comhlmh-courses-and-trainings-development-education-courses.html or http://www.dcu.ie/law_and_government/  or contact Martina Reddy, School of Law and Government, DCU, Dublin 9. Tel: 01-7007720, martina.reddy@dcu.ie.

13 .  Debt and Development Coalition New Campaigning Group

We have decided to establish a new campaigning group that will meet once per month in the evening time in Dublin. The theme of the group will be 'Unjust South-North Resource Flows' so we will focus on planning campaigns against the unjust transfer of wealth from the South to the North. Debt repayments are obviously one form of these unjust transfers of resources and we are in the midst of implementing a campaign to cancel illegitimate debts currently which will be an initial focus of this new campaign group.

We propose meeting in the Teacher's Club next Thursday 10th July at 7pm in order to set up the group. Joining the group will mean that you can meet other activists, access resources and training on the issues that DDCI works on, and get politically active in relation to them. Why not come along to see if you would like to join?

Please let me know if you would like to attend the meeting. If this date does not suit you, do let us know and we can arrange a second meeting.

Contact Nessa Ni Chasaide  nessa@debtireland.org
14.   Irish/Malian Concert - Wed July 23:        A night celebrating Irish and African musical connections featuring Afel Bocoum and Alikbar, Liam O’ Maonlaí, Paddy Keenan and Tinariwen. The concert will feature music from the documentary “Dambé – the Mali Project” which was screened and came runner up in the audience award at the Dublin International Film Festival 2008. The Filmakers, Luachra Productions and POD concerts and TBCT are staging the concert in meeting house square with both the Irish Musicians from the film and the Malian musicians they collaborated with. Tickets are €10 and on sale only at the Temple Bar Information Centre, 12 Eustace Street, Dublin 2. All Profits will go towards the Tuaret fund for development Taghreft Tinariwen and the Hospital of Niafunké (hometown of Afel and Alikbar). The concert is supported by NCCRI and DEIS/Arts Council of Ireland and Culture Ireland.

15 .  Meath  Festival of Cultures. - Sat 26th July:       Celebrating world cultures, the festival will be host to three international events: the ever popular Min-World-Cup soccer tournament for men, the Mini-Olympics for children and an International Talent Contest for all age groups. Along with the competitions, there will be an array of other activities including ethnic music, dance, drama, arts & crafts, food and children’s entertainment. Festival Ambassador, Paul McGrath will officially open the event and will be present throughout the day to meet the public and to hand out prizes to the competition winners. The festival is organised by Meath Local Sports Partnership and RAPID Navan with assistance from Cultúr and Citizens’ Information Centre. It is funded by Meath County Council, St Stephen’s Green Trust and the Reception and Integration Agency. For more information contact the Festival Co-ordinator, Deirdre Patel on 087 759 2320 or visit the website www.meathfestival.ie                         
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