VSI BULLETIN AUGUST 2008

1. Peace building project Northern Ireland volunteers needed

2.  Evaluation workshops for VSI volunteering programmes sat 27 September 
3. VSI to Host SCI International Meeting in December 10-14 

4. Fundraising- help needed

5. Festival of World Cultures.    22- 24 August 2008 Dun Laoghaire

6. National day of Volunteering (September 26) 

7.  17th October UN day for the Eradication of Poverty. 

8. Latin America Solidarity Centre - Summer Thursday night talks 2008!!!

 
1. PEACE BUILDING PROJECT NORTHERN IRELAND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 September 2nd – 12th 2008

VSI together with Tides Mediation Training in Northern Ireland and several organisations from Israel, are running a special peace building project in Northern Ireland from September 2 - 12 next. The project will be co hosted by Kilcranny House and Corrymeela.

The Causeway project will bring together 4 groups of young people from the ROI, NI and Israel. The latter group are representative of both the Israeli Jewish community and the Palestinian community in Israel. All the young people involved are working, volunteering or active in peace building organisations connected to the conflict in Israel and the Occupied Territories. The participants have considerable experience in the various strands of this peace building work - peace organisations, NGOs, cross-community work, youth work, human advocacy work, dialogue work, etc... Those participants from the ROI and Northern Ireland, have a good working knowledge of the conflict in Israel / Palestine as well as practical experience in these various fields.

VSI are seeking ten participants, (5 from the Republic, 5 from Nthn Ireland) with some experience of peace building/ conflict resolution to take part in the project.

Further Information:
 If you are interested in participating in this project please contact Grace in the VSI office on grace@vsi.ie  or +353-1-8551011. We need to find five participants from the ROI and five from NI so please pass this email on to your contacts. 

2.Evaluation Workshops for VSI Volunteering Programmes Sat 27 September 
VSI invite you to join in our Evaluation Workshops for the Africa, Asia, Latin America Programme and the International Volunteer Projects Programme (Europe, North America, Australia, Japan etc) on Sat. 27 September next. (details of the workshops will be sent to all volunteers in early September)

The Evaluation Workshop is an essential part of the VSI Volunteering Programmes experience as it helps VSI and our international partners to improve the programme in future years.   It also gives us a chance to meet you again and hear all the wonderful and amazing things you experienced while you were away.  It also gives you a chance to reflect on what the experience means for you and how to put the experience to good use.  

3. VSI to host SCI International Meeting in December 10-14 

In December next VSI will host the annual meeting of all SCI branches and groups worldwide. (2007 Sofia, 2006 Kathmandu!) The meeting will bring together over 40 activists from all corners of the world to debate, discuss and deliberate on what our international priorities should be over the coming years.

VSI is seeking volunteers to help out with this event – volunteers will be needed on a daily basis, musicians, drivers, etc More details will follow in the October Bulletin.

4. Fundraising Help Needed

Would you be interested in helping to organise a Fundraising Event for VSI this Autumn? It could be a sponsored cycle along the canal; a sponsored walk along a scenic route; a pub quiz; a hairy legs competition; a coffee morning/evening. VSI is looking for people to get involved in running 2-3 events over the coming months. We are also looking for good ideas that will bring in money for the various VSI programmes. Interested –contact Tom at the VSI office.

5.Festival of World Cultures.    22, 23, 24 August 2008 Dun Laoghaire, Dublin, Ireland
Dún Laoghaire is set once again for a spectacular global carnival weekend (22, 23, 24 August), which will see 800 musicians and artists, plus another 1,000 participants descend on the seaside town to take part in 150 live gigs, performances and events throughout the town. This year’s programme offers a cultural cavalcade of music and arts, with a stellar line-up of headline musical acts:
YUNGCHEN LHAMO · ÉTHIOPIQUES · ORCHESTRE NATIONAL DE BARBES · BANAYA – WEST AFRICAN GRIOTS · SEU JORGE · SA DINGDING · BALKAN BEAT BOX · TIKEN JAH FAKOLY · SERGENT GARCIA

The ever-popular Global Village, Dun Laoghaire Mela and Deán Nós/Bris Nós Festival Club all make a welcome return along with the vibey new Festival Café at Carlisle Pier.
To book headline concert tickets and to download the full programme of events please log onto www.festivalofworldcultures.com
6 National day of volunteering (September 26) 

1. Give It A Swirl Day (GIASD) is the national day of volunteering organised by Volunteer Centre’s Ireland in conjunction with our member Volunteer Centre’s and other partner organisations. GIASD is a unique initiative as it concentrates on hands-on involvement rather than just fundraising, giving volunteers an immediate sense of achievement. For GIASD, we encourage organisation’s to create once-off volunteering opportunities that benefit them and the community – and which show that volunteering, even for a few short hours, can make a difference and be a lot of fun. If people want to get involved in volunteering on a more long-term basis as a result, we’re all in favour of that too!

Who Can Participate: Individuals, families, schools, college and university groups, scout groups, businesses, Chambers of Commerce, County Councils, Tidy Town groups, Resident Associations, and any other interested national, regional, county or community groups. 
Project ideas might include: 

· Refurbishing or painting a crèche, homeless/refugee shelter, or youth/community centre 

· Visit the elderly, gardening, or DIY tasks for the elderly 

· Cook and/or serve meals to the homeless 

· Landscape a community roundabout, town centre or community centre 

· Paint a mural or remove graffiti 

· Organise a collection of food, clothes, or toys or to be donated to a chosen charity that works with families in need 

· Run a sports/activity day for disadvantaged youth or those with special needs 

· Plant trees or native plants in a natural area 

· Organise a litter cleanup in a town, natural area or along a waterway or coastline 

To register your interest in Give it a Swirl Day or for more ideas about projects please contact Eva from Volunteer Centre’s Ireland or email her at eva@volunteer.ie or on 01 7994519.

7.  17th October UN Day for the Eradication of Poverty. 

We wish to continue developing the momentum around the country for this UN Day for and the opportunity it offers to show a collective sense of friendship and solidarity with individuals, families and communities living with poverty every day of the year. There is a growing participation of young people from all back grounds in the event that we want to develop further. Your support in this would help! 

                               

This year’s Dublin commemoration will be marked by the inauguration of a new commemorative stone on 17th October near the Famine Statues on Custom House Quay. We hope you can be with us for this. 

Details of the demonstration are as follows: 

DATE: 8.8.08   TIME: 12 NOON PLACE: O’Connell Street, Dublin 1. Central Island - opposite GPO

Email: info@burmaactionireland.org
Website: www.burmaactionireland.org 

                                                                     8. LATIN AMERICA SOLIDARITY CENTRE - SUMMER THURSDAY NIGHT TALKS 2008!!!

COLOMBIA: TORN BETWEEN PEACE AND WAR - 14th August. 7.00PM

We invite people to a Thursday Night Talk on the current Colombian situation with José Antonio Gutiérrez, who has been part of a human rights mission in Colombia.

Where: Irish Aid Volunteering and Information Centre 27-31 Upper O'Connell Street. Dublin 1 Further info: http://www.lasc.ie/activities/TnT.html
VSI Staff

30 Mountjoy Square
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