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Congratulations!

To Elaine Duffy and Tony Greene on the birth of Finn, a baby boy last week

We have a new search engine http://www.workcamps.info/ and there have been a few problems setting it up, it is now working but if you have any problems please contact us.  

1. Info Days in Cork
VSI are running Info Days in Cork on the evening of Thursday 23rd April and the afternoon of Saturday 25th April. 

If you would like to come along and talk about your volunteering experiences please let Helen in the VSI office know. Details on the times and venues to follow.

2. International Volunteer Projects

There are lots of projects in the spring that you can volunteer on: there are environmental projects in Estonia, Scotland, Russia and Iceland; you can study and raise awareness on the Nazi persecution of lesbians, gay men and Roma and Sinti people in Italy; there’s a folk music and dance festival in Catalonia, or a sport and activity project with disabled people in Turkey. These are just a few examples, please go to out search engine for the full listing: http://www.workcamps.info/ 

3. Africa Asia Latin America Programme 2009

VSI is now taking applications for this 6-8 week programme which enables people to gain an insight and understanding of different development issues facing people and countries of Africa (13 countries), Asia(9 countries) and Latin America by participating in several International Volunteer projects, of practical benefit to local communities. 

· World Development Workshop 22/23 May -Greystones Co. Wicklow. This weekend workshop (Saturday morning to Sunday after lunch) is part of the Preparation Programme for the VSI Africa / Asia / Latin America Programme.  The workshop will combine several inputs on current development issues using speakers, videos, simulation games etc., along with details of the 2009 projects and inputs on health and safety aspects.  Application forms for the 2009 Programme can be completed over the weekend. The workshop will be run by the VSI Development Education Group all of whom have volunteered on the programme in previous years. 

See the VSI web for more details of the programme, projects and to download an application form.
4. Volunteering in the Middle East - EVS Project - Solidarity in Action
Co-coordinated by the International Palestinian Youth League. March to November 2009
Call for participants: 18 young volunteers from 11 countries and 13 organizations will have a chance to spend six months in four different locations in the West Bank in Palestine
Peace in the Middle East remains one of the major challenges to be solved for the international community today. After years of intifada, peace agreements and ongoing occupation, young people are the part of the population most affected by the stalemate. International voluntary service is a way to express solidarity and transmit hope, energy and creativity for young people to construct their citizenship under difficult circumstances through day-by-day cooperation among people of different backgrounds.  18 young volunteers from 11 countries and 13 organizations will have a chance to spend six months in four different locations in the West Bank in Palestine. The 13 projects will all be related to inter-cultural dialogue through daily interaction with the local people in their projects. As a group and with the help of CCIVS, the volunteers will be encouraged to put their daily experiences into perspective through reflections about the concepts of cultural identity and cultural heritage. This reflection will deepen their understanding of and interaction with the people they work with and will develop their sense of their own European identity and cultural heritage. 

Thanks to the support of our long-standing partner organization, IPYL, which is well established and recognized in Palestine and has a strong network of partners and institutional contacts in the region, we are able to work with various partners on the ground and ensure cohesion among the different projects at the same time

Closing date- 8 April next. More details on www.vsi.ie 

5. . Medium Term Volunteer’s  Needed for Glebe House, Strangford, Northern Ireland

.Glebe House residential centre is now recruiting Volunteers for its summer 2009 children’s programmes who will be available for placement from June until the end of August 2009.

We are looking for volunteers, who are interested in working closely with children and young people on our 2009 summer residential programme.

The summer programme begins in mid June and runs until 31st August, with one week residential programmes. The MTV will not be expected to take part in all of the residential and will be allocated time off as necessary.

These posts are geared to the needs of the Glebe house children’s programme and the volunteers will be fully involved in every aspect of it, organizing and joining in games sessions, organizing and going on trips out, taking part in and running activities.

The MTV’s will also share responsibilities for, child care, supervision and the associated routine’s of running the residential.

Volunteers should be willing to work full time, in a residential capacity at our Centre in Strangford, Co. Down, Northern Ireland. The volunteers do not need to have any previous experience but do need to be well motivated and willing to learn, they should have the ability to cope well under the sometimes hectic and very busy programmes that Glebe House provides. The work of the MTV,s is varied but at times quite repetitive. All volunteers must be over 18 years old and able to speak English to an acceptable degree

Further information can be obtained by writing to 

Diarmaid Mc Garrigle

The Centre Manager

Glebe House,Kilclief, 

Strangford, Co.Down

N.Ireland

Tel: 004428 44881374

Email: info@glebehouseni.com 

www.glebehouseni.com

6. Womens Mini Marathon, Monday June 1 2009

Grace Walsh from VSI will be walking in the Women’s Mini Marathon on the 1st of June! If you would like to join Grace and support the funds of VSI then have a look at http://www.womensminimarathon.ie/  Please register now on the Women’s Mini Marathon website to avoid disappointment as places are limited. On this site you will find some useful hints to help with race preparation.  For sponsorship forms etc for VSI please contact info@vsi.ie 
Join us in the walk to challenge yourself, have some fun together and support VSI 

7. Teenage Programme Easter Residential Programme:
 16 young people will take part in a 5-day residential youth programme over the Easter Holidays. The project will take part in Carraig Eden Retreat Centre, Greystones, from the 6th-11th of April, and is a joint programme with ECO-Unesco. For the first time, the young people will take part in an intensive programme of workshops on education for peace and sustainable living, as well as some elements of peer education, and will volunteer on a local project in the Greystones area. The young people will take part in activities in which they will learn for and about peace - developing their personal skills such as communication, consensus decision making, conflict resolution - as well as learning about examples of global conflict in the world, and environmental issues within their community which they can respond to by taking small actions locally. Thanks to the Community Foundation for Ireland and ECO-Unesco for partially funding this activity. 
 Leader Training Weekend:
 10 volunteers from the Teenage Programme took part in a 2-day training event in the Wexford Centre, Co Wexford from the 21st - 22nd of March. The training included workshops on First Aid, Child Protection and Peace Education. Thanks to all those who attended and to the facilitators and trainers who provided their time and expertise to make the event happen; Sorcha Tormey from CoExist, Yaser , Sinéad from St John's Ambulance and to the Wexford Centre for donating the use of their excellant centre for the event
8. EVS in Denmark

 I'm working in the Jammerbugt Ungdomsskole, a municipal youth service in Brovst, NW Denmark. My work revolves around 3 main areas : Projektklassen (the Project class); schools; and developmental youth work. 
 The project class is an informal educational programme for young people, aged between 14 and 16 years,  for whom the mainstream educational system did not work. I work with this programme for 2 1/2 days per week and teach English in an informal manner to young people on a one to one basis. The second area of my work is in schools and I am developing the 'fun & games programme' which is a catalogue of a wide range of English language games, activities, stories and rhymes which I will deliver in schools.The third area of my work is developmental youth work and includes work around the Youth in Action  Programme, specifically European youth exchanges, training for youth workers, and partnership building activities.  
Overall, I'm thoroughly enjoying my work and life in Denmark, my organisation and fellow EVSs have been very warm and welcoming. Obviously there is a period of transition when you go to a new country and try to learn a new language and while my Danish is very basic, I'm enjoying the challenge and am glad that I took the opportunity to do this EVS.’ 
Amanda Slevin
VSI and EVS 

In addition to Amanda Slevin above, VSI has three other EVS volunteers on projects at present; - Jennie Corbett continues her work at the Mayors for Peace project in Ypres, Belgium; Oonagh Sinead O Connor is working with a Human Rights organisation in Chisinau, Moldova; Leah Sullivan is working with a Blind School in Belarus.  We also have several volunteers planning to start EVS in the coming months – 3 to Bulgaria on a variety of projects; 1 to Germany and 1 to Belgium. More details from the Long Term Volunteering pages on the VSI website.

. 
9. SCI Japan invited to construct Cyclone Relief Shelter in Bangladesh
In SCI Japan, we are preparing for a proposal for an international design competition for the construction of "Cyclone Relief Shelter" which is the most necessary (project/ necessity) at cyclone disaster area as one of the volunteer projects in Bangladesh. This shelter also functions as a school, a day care center, a community hall and or a medical facility when it is not in an emergency situation.
There are many areas where the people are living under such conditions that they are not taken care by architects/engineers to live in minimum standard and to protect people from severe weather or disaster. In order to provide all people equally with minimum living environment, we like to ask talented and passionate architects/engineers or students in architecture to utilize their knowledge, techniques and experiences to the needed projects. The project shall be as part of SCI projects administrated and coordinated by project team initiated by SCI involvement. See VSI website for more details
 10. VSI Signs Dochas Aid letter 
VSI today signed a letter from over 59 NGO's to An Taoiseach, Brian Cowen TD to protect the Aid Budget from further cuts. We write to you, on behalf of our 1,000,000 supporters in Ireland, to urge you to apply these principles in protecting the world's poorest people from a crisis they did not create. Ireland's overseas aid makes real and positive differences to the lives of millions of people across the developing world. Our aid programme is recognized internationally for its quality and its focus on the world's poorest and most vulnerable communities. Aid from Ireland embodies our commitment to fairness and equity. Ireland's pledges on overseas aid are made as a percentage of our national income. As the economy contracts, our overseas aid also contracts. However, over the last 8 months, the Government has gone beyond this built-in reduction and cut the overseas aid budget three times, by the equivalent of 17% of the original aid budget for 2009. This is a far deeper cut than has been incurred in any other area of public spending to date. Moreover, those cuts will have a direct and immediate impact on the poorest people on earth: The World Bank predicts that 200,000 to 400,000 more children a year may die if the global economic crisis persists. Taoiseach, in recognition of the significant cuts already made, we urge you to ensure that the overseas aid budget is protected from further cuts.'
More on the VSI website or www.dochas.ie 

11. Latin America week is coming:
LASC, have put together (again!) a fascinating programme with a regional spread (Dublin. Limerick. Cork. Galway) for this year’s Latin America Week from the 16th to 22nd April check out the events, speakers. Join us, participate, volunteer, take action!
hhtp://www.lasc.ie/activities/law/law2009.html 

12. Volunteer Tourism research:
My name is Javier, I am a DIT student in Dublin. I am very interested to engage in a volunteer programme after the Summer. Due to this interest I am writing my final year thesis on volunteer tourism. As part of my thesis I must interview people who have been involved in volunteering and I was wondering if you could help me finding a few return volunteers who would be keen to be interviewed about their experience. Contact me at jasadurra@hotmail.com
Looking forward for your answer.
 Kind regards,
Javier.
 

13. Sonairte Farmer’s Market 

The official opening of the new season of Farmer's Markets at Sonairte starts on Sunday 5th April.  The market runs as always from 10.30am to 4.00pm.

The Holistic Therapy Room offers treatments in various therapies including Reflexology, Reiki Healing and Swedish Massage, there are various stalls selling fruit and vegetables, preserves, home-made bread, cakes and an assortment of craft stalls. You can also visit the Eco-shop where you will find a wide range of interesting products from Ireland and around the world. The Mustard Seed Café at Sonairte takes the best of the organic produce from the garden and turns it into delicious meals for you to enjoy when you visit the centre. You can now also buy Sonairte’s home made brown bread and apple pies, along with jams, cordials and pickles based on the garden produce and made from all-organic ingredients. Sonairte also runs courses on living sustainably including organic gardening, cookery, arts and crafts, ecology and renewable energy.  www.sonairte.org 
GOODBYE TO SHEILA

Sheila King is leaving us today after 3 eventful years as the Office Administrator. We want to thank her, on your behalf, for her great contribution to the running of the VSI office during her time here. We wish her well in her future life, which might include going on an International Volunteer Project this Summer!!!

Tom, Helen, Grace, Matteo, Claudia, Sheila
VSI
30 Mountjoy Square

Dublin 1

01-8551011

info@vsi.ie 
