Dear friends and partners in SCI,

A special note regarding situation in Ukraine, as our country has made international headlines many times lately. We were planning this communication for quite a while already, but as situation is developing very fast, also the point and aim of our communication was getting affected.

First, some words about revolution. We were closely monitoring situation during the last months, and keep doing it now, and would like to share some of our observations with you.

What has started in November as students' protest for European integration of Ukraine, has evolved to mass public movement and protest against corruption, for freedom of speech and gatherings, for rule of law. It has become revolution of dignity, how many Ukrainians call it. 

The result – the president and many ministers and former top officials have escaped, leaving certain power vacuum, which was immediately filled in by the parliament of Ukraine. With close control and cooperation of civil society the parliament and new government is working to re-establish the whole state system, from how the government was formed, to police, anti-corruption laws, legal system and much more. The 3 months of protest became a great school for civil society organizations and groups – the whole protest camp in Maidan, the central square of Kiev, was and remains a remarkable example of self-organized and self-supported system with own police, medical service, food supply, press-center and internet access, free university with lectures of experts, library, art projects, concerts and much much more. The protest has united all of Ukraine, young and old, East and West – because it was for dignity and human rights, and not for certain politician or political power. And many positive examples of self-organization, which have started in Maidan, now find their reflection on nation-wide level. The steps are small – but we see them, with government consulting public and experts, reacting to corruption and abuse of law from the side of officials of all levels, more open communication and information about work of government. And our prime-minister is flying economy class :-)

Some words about right sector and nationalistic groups. They are present in Ukraine, as in many other countries. They were and are involved in Maidan, and at some points were playing stronger role. At the same time, during all 3 long months of protest there were no cases of racist or anti-Semitic actions, or attacks on certain racial or ethnic groups. People are free to speak any language and practice any religion in Kiev, as well as all over Ukraine – which has been, and remains multi-ethnic and multi-religious community. Despite reports circulated by some media, you will not see Russian books being burned on the squares of Lviv and Kiev, or people attacked for speaking Russian, or expressing their views, which can be different from the opinion of majority or the others. Peaceful dialogue is the way out, and society itself has recognized it and started to work on it – from solidarity days between Lviv and Donetsk when one city was speaking Russian and the other Ukrainian, to students from Eastern Ukraine being invited to visit Western Ukraine and costs being covered by the hosts, national TV channels broadcasting news in Russian and Ukrainian celebrities and journalists using both languages on TV and during public events.

While we see a lot of positive developments, we also have a new burning spot on the map of Ukraine. It is Crimea. The situation there remains dramatic, with the “polite military” invading state institutions, blocking Ukrainian military bases and border police stations. The “polite military” has no insignia, but uses Russian weapons and Russian car plates are seen on their vehicles. Ukrainian and international journalists were many times attacked in Crimea last days, international team of observers from OSCE was not allowed to enter the peninsula with monitoring mission, and new local authorities are calling for referendum with main question – to remain part of Russia or become part of Ukraine. With peninsula being cut off and controlled by the “polite military” from the mainland of Ukraine, without international observers, pressure on freedom of speech and media, the situation in Crimea as well as future referendum raise a lot of questions. But it is not our task or aim behind this message, to analyse what “polite military” wants, or what could be the plans and motivation factors for the ruling powers behind it. 

We hope for peaceful development of the situation, for Crimea, for the whole of Ukraine, as well as for the whole Europe. We hope that many positive beginnings of our new government will bring fruits, and Ukraine will truly step on the way of democracy and rule of law, and European values will be not only declared, but also truly practised in daily life. This is what our revolution was for. 

We thought it is important to share this information with you, so that you can get a different insight on the situation in Ukraine. 

This is our point of view and although there's much more to say, these are the main points we wanted to share with you. We read with interest all the opinions circulated these months about Ukraine and appreciate your interest and concerns about the future of our country. Moreover, you should be aware that the situation in Ukraine is safe. Individuals, journalists and international volunteers are safe in the country and are free to move in the whole territory of Ukraine speaking any language, with the only exception of Crimea where Russian troops are blocking the access to the peninsula. We have now volunteers running projects as usual in many regions of Ukraine, we are planning trainings, youth exchanges and workcamps and this is a very stimulating period for visiting Ukraine and making your own opinion on what is happening. It also would be a practical sign of solidarity of international community – our partners and volunteers of SCI with Ukraine, through joint work of Ukrainian and international volunteers on social and community projects all over the country. 

We look forward to host your volunteers in our projects, as we think that the involvement of international volunteers is more meaningful than ever this year.

SVIT-Ukraine team
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