International Seminar – Call for participants

‘Volunteering for peace – Capacity building for work in and with conflict regions’ in Bremen, Germany 20-27 January 2014- 

The seminar will bring together 25 volunteers from the SCI international network with 2 experienced trainers from Italy and Croatia, to work together on the themes of psychology of war, conflict resolution, skills of mediation, nonviolent communication and facilitation skills for work in this area. It will also try to address participants needs coming from experience of working with conflict or as volunteers in conflict regions.
The project is in line with previous SCI peace building activities such as the work of "No more war" group.
The additional value of the project is including practical issues of working with people from conflict areas - what helps, what can we as volunteers do, what are the limits of responsibility we have as helpers, how to prevent burn out syndrome of helpers.
As a result there will be a training manual for working with volunteers working in/going to conflict areas produced, and we expect participants to further this work upon returning to their home countries. 

• be 18-30 years old (5 places available for people over 30 years)

• be able to work in English language

• preferably be active in the organisation, know the capacity of the  organisation and have the opportunity to be active in the future; 

• have strong motivation and opportunity to act as multiplier in the field of 

promoting peace work;

• have facilitation skills and opportunity to further act as a trainer for 

volunteers on a local level

• have nomination and support of the SCI branch or Partner organisation;

• be committed to be active in conflict resolution activities in practice back home – actively participate in the follow up of the project;

• be willing to prepare a short presentation of an example/story of a conflict and its resolution, or of peace building project or social reconstruction project from which s/he has first hand experience. The choice of the exact topic and the means of presentation (text, photo, collage, video, theatre, poetry, etc.) is free for the participants to choose.

More details: Please send the completed application form (available through this link ) before the 22nd of November 2013 to VSI – info@vsi.ie  

Financial and practical conditions of participation: All costs of the programme (including food, accommodation, internal travel) will be covered by the organisers and 66% (airplane), 75% (other than airplane) of international travel costs will be reimbursed. Registration fee of the seminar is €50.

