Youth Leaders / Mentors Required
Volunteers are required for VSI’s Teenage Programme to work with young people facing social exclusion on local and international projects. The young people we work with are often facing difficult situations in their lives, or are excluded due to their circumstances. They include early school leavers, young asylum seekers and refugees, young people at risk of homelessness, and young people in care of the state. Our focus is on fostering the personal growth of the young person, while also promoting the values of tolerance, human rights, inclusion, respect for the environment, non violence, intercultural understanding and volunteerism.
Volunteers must be over 23 years of age and have volunteering experience as well as some experience of working with young people.  
Youth Leaders will be responsible for supporting and mentoring a small group of young people during our residential projects, while also assisting with the practical details of our projects. Most of these projects will involve groups of young people from around Europe, or will take place in European countries. The projects take place all over Ireland and Europe, and involve young people aged 16-21 in volunteering projects and non-formal learning workshops (activities on subjects such as the environment, peace and conflict, intercultural understanding and so on). 
Youth Leaders should commit to the following;

· 5-day International Training in Ireland (May 10th – 15th);

· 2 x 2-day residential planning weekends in June and / or July;

· A 10-day+ Residential Youth Exchange in July / August;

· Ongoing contact with the youth group throughout July – September;

· Evaluation activities and weekend in September / October. 

There are also opportunities to get involved in other trips and projects throughout the year. 

Mentors, will offer one-to-one support to young people aged 18 - 25 taking part in semi-independent placements around Ireland and Europe and should commit to;

· A two-day mentor training in May;

· A series of meetings with the young person involved in the project;

· A residential weekend training with the young people in June;

· A residential preparation weekend with the young person in Ireland or another European country in June / July;

· Ongoing contact with the person throughout the duration of their 2/3 week placement, and visits to projects in Ireland;

· A series of evaluation activities with the young person after the project is completed. 
Volunteers from diverse ethnic backgrounds are particularly welcome. 

Anyone interested in finding out more about the programme, is invited to an information open evening on April 13th from 6.30pm. Please contact Sara on teenage2@vsi.ie or on 01 855 1011 for more information. 
