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1. Welcome

We say Cead Mile Failte (a warm welcome) to Matteo Fastigi from Italy and Claudie Mourcely from France who have arrived to start their European Voluntary Service (EVS) projects with VSI. Matteo will work on the International Volunteer Projects Programme and Claudie on the Teenage Programme.

We wish them both a happy and enjoyable time during their 10 months service with VSI
2. VSI 2009 Programme/Book Launch and Info Events

Info Evening on Wednesday 25th February, 6 - 8pm 

Info Day on 28th February, 2 - 4pm 

at the Central Hotel, Exchequer St, Dublin 2 

We are looking for volunteers who would like to come along and talk about their experiences with VSI, show their photos etc. Please let us know if you would like to do this. 

We will be sending posters to all members, please put them up in your college, university, workplace, local shop...

If you are available to help at the VSI stand at the following college/university fairs please contact the office: 

- UCD on Thursday, 19th February,12.00pm – 4.00pm

- University of Limerick, Wednesday 4th March, 12.00pm – 3.00pm 

- NUI Galway Thursday March 19th from 2pm – 5pm

Are you available to run a VSI lunchtime stall at your college or university? Staff and volunteers from the office will help with this - please contact us.

If you have any ideas for VSI giving a presentation or holding a stall please let us know. 

3. International Volunteer Projects

· Volunteer Weekend at Tools for Solidarity (TFS) for VSI members in Belfast on the 7th and 8th March. Volunteers are needed to check sewing machines for a shipment to TFS partners in Tanzania. Volunteers will learn about sewing machines and how to check them and also about TFS's work in Tanzania. Vegetarian lunch and dinner will be provided by TFS, accommodation will be in a hostel in Belfast (volunteers will pay for the hostel themselves but it is very cheap!). Volunteers will make their own way to Belfast, you can arrive either Friday afternoon or Saturday morning and all vols will finish work by mid-afternoon Sunday. Please contcat Helen in the VSI office if you are interested. 

· Early International Volunteer Projects Are taking place in Ireland, Britain, Iceland, Germany, Morocco, Japan, Turkey, Russia, Finland and Serbia. Go to the search engine for details: http://www.sciint.org/workcamp_search.phtml 

 

4. Africa Asia Latin America Programme 2009

VSI is now taking applications for this 6-8 week programme which enables people to gain an insight and understanding of different development issues facing people and countries of Africa (13 countries), Asia(9 countries) and Latin America by participating in several International Volunteer projects, of practical benefit to local communities. 

· World Development Workshop 28/29 March, Greystones Co. Wicklow. This weekend workshop (Saturday morning to Sunday after lunch) is part of the Preparation Programme for the VSI Africa / Asia / Latin America Programme.  The workshop will combine several inputs on current development issues using speakers, videos, simulation games etc., along with details of the 2009 projects and inputs on health and safety aspects.  Application forms for the 2009 Programme can be completed over the weekend. The workshop will be run by the VSI Development Education Group all of whom have volunteered on the programme in previous years. 

See the VSI web for more details of the programme, projects and to download an application form.

5. The Teenage Programme Working Group is meeting next Wednesday 18th February at 6.30pm in the VSI offices. The Teeenage Programme Working Group supports the Teenage Programme Coordinator in developing the programme and planning activities for the year ahead. If you are interested in getting involved please contact Grace – 01 8551011 or email grace@vsi.ie. We are always happy to have people on board who have an interest in youth work and skills in the following area; marketing, fundraising, media / PR, youth work, and so on. We meet on average once a month.

There will be 6 Youth Exchanges taking place in the coming year under the framework of the Teenage Programme. These will include the following:

· The Spanish Civil War and conflict resolution in Vallbona De Los Monges, Catalunya;

· The First World War, chemical warfare and peace building today in Yrpes, Flanders, Belgium;

· Eco Tourism and Interculturalism in Vlahi Eco Centre, Bulgaria; 

· Sustainable Living and Communities in Cork, Ireland;

· Peace and Conflict in Northern Ireland in Wicklow, Ireland;

· Sustainable livelihoods and water resources in Bari, Italy. 

All the Youth Exchanges will involve young people aged 16-21 from four countries, taking part in the 10 day residential projects and taking part in a programme of activities including volunteering projects, non-formal peace education workshops, and intercultural activities. 

Leader Training for volunteer Youth Leaders will take place this year in Greece, from May 20th-25th. The training will cover a range of topics that will equip volunteers to lead a youth exchange with young people with fewer opportunities. Travel, Food and Accommodation costs will be covered and those interested must be over 23 years of age, and available to commit to one, ten-day youth exchange in July or August, as well as planning and evaluation activities. 

The Teenage Programme Coordinator is urgently looking for a volunteer with knowledge of media for a new media project. The volunteer will help a group of Teenage Programme participants make their own short film about their experiences of volunteering with VSI. We are looking for someone who would be willing to contribute their time over the coming 2-3 months, to develop this project (showing the teenagers how to use a camera, and helping with the final editing). Support will be given from the Teenage Programme staff and volunteers. Please contact Grace on 01-8551011 or grace@vsi.ie for more information. 

And finally, the Teenage Programme is happy to welcome Claudie Mourcely from France, as our new long-term European volunteer. Claudie, who has just finished her studies in Human Rights, will spend the year working alongside the Teenage Programme Coordinator and developing the programmes of the Teenage Programme. 

6. Visitor to VSI

Philipp Wiegmann worked as a volunteer for 13 months with VSI in 1998/99. He did his peace service (alternative to military service) with VSI. He called into the office during a recent trip to Dublin to see what was happening with VSI. He now works in psychology in Saarbrucken in Germany where he lives with his wife Florence.

7. SCI Study visit to Israeli Peace Organisations Autumn 09

In the light of recent events in Gaza, SCI activists working on Middle East issues have proposed a study visit to Israel to meet with a wide variety of peace organisations. The aim of the visit would be –

· to support the work of the peace movement in Israel 
· to identify peace groups whom SCI could cooperate with
· to share information and best practice on training in non violence; conflict resolution etc.
The participants of this study visit will be representatives of SCI in Europe (with experience in/knowledge about the Middle East). At the moment the study visit is at a very early stage. More details from Tom at the VSI office. 

8. Peace Messengers Training, France 2-8 May

SCI will organise a training seminar to prepare and educate 24 volunteers / multipliers on peace education in order to implement the PEACE MESSENGER PROJECT. Objectives of the seminar:
· Improve the network of peace messengers who have skills and motivation to implement peace messenger activities,

· To train participants into peace messengers and provide them with theory, skills and tools to develop and implement effective training programmes,

· Provide work camps with a very powerful education tool,

· To empower participants/peace messengers to run an international activity, 
· To give practical example of how to work in an international team,

· To motivate participants to apply the acquired knowledge, skills and attitudes to play an active role in society at the local, national and international level.

This training is aimed at people 
· at volunteers who would like to gain the skills to become autonomous, self-confident Peace Messengers

· who have been Peace Messengers and would like to reflect on and improve their skills.

Applicants must commit to take an active role in their branches as a Peace Messenger, or to start Peace Messenger activities if there are none yet in their branches. Deadline for applications is 25 February. More info from the office.

9. Cuts in Overseas Aid Budget

VSI, as a member of Dochas (the Irish Association of Development NGO’s), has expressed shock at the government decision to cut 95 million euro from the Overseas Aid Budget. This, the latest round of aid cuts seriously undermines the Taoiseach’s own promise to protect the world’s poor and vulnerable from the worst of the expenditure cuts. What we are asking you to do now: 

1. Write to the Minister for Finance, and to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, to express your shock at the government’s decision to cut ODA by this enormous and disproportionate amount. 

2. Write to your local TDs, Senators and MEPs to ensure they also are aware of the level of shock that the government’s cut to the aid budget has provoked. 

3. Keep in contact with the Dochas webpages for updates on other actions – www.dochas.ie 

10. Cuts in Funding for Youth Organisations

VSI’s funding from the Minister of Children and Youth Affairs for 2009 will be cut by 10%. Along with the 55 other members of the NYCI we feel that the cuts in the Youth budget for 2009 will greatly hamper and dramatically reduce the current services and supports, much of it to vulnerable young people who are disadvantaged due to a combination of factors such as social isolation, substance misuse, homelessness, early school leaving and unemployment. The existing cut of 10% will undermine the capacity of local groups who depend on small grants to survive, and limit national organisations support for the 40,000 volunteers who are the backbone of the youth services in Ireland as well as reducing front line youth services such as youth groups, projects and youth information centres. 

Most youth organisations are trying to manage these cutbacks to minimise the impact on young people. However the existing cuts will inevitably lead to services and supports for young people being reduced. The prospect of further cuts will devastate the youth sector and destroy activities, work and supports built up over many years. The immediate and long term impact on young people and local communities of the decimation of youth work will be severe. We are concerned that the Budget cuts were indiscriminate, rushed and not thought through. The commitment to protect the vulnerable was not respected. More at www.nyci.ie
11. Comhlámh

This month's Comhlámh Bewley's debate is on Wednesday 4th March in the Café Theatre, Bewley's, Grafton Street. The title of the debate is: On Being Irish: The Irish Government policy on Integration - all talk and no action?
It promises to be an interesting and lively debate. The speakers are Clement Esebamen, Senior Policy Advisor to the Minister for Integration and Dil Wickremasinghe, MD Diversity and Equality Works and presenter of Newstalk's Global Village programme. The chair for the night will be Robin Hanan, Chief Executive, Irish Refugee Council.

12. G 20 Meeting April in London –Activists meeting Feb 24TH
We would like to invite you a meeting of activists to discuss a possible action on the G20 meeting that is due to take place in London on April 2nd.  

2 weeks ago the Bloom alliance, Afri and some members of the Seomra Spraoi collective met to brainstorm some ideas on a possible public action that we could do to highlight the need for global justice in response to the financial crisis, using the G20 meeting in London as a media hook. We will have our next meeting on Tuesday February 24th at 7pm at the new Seomra Spraoi space. The new Seomra Spraoi building is at 10 Belvedere Court, off Gardiner Street in Dublin 1. Just north of Mountjoy Square. More details at http://www.seomraspraoi.org:8080/Plone. The purpose of the meeting will be to share our discussions so far and to come up with some creative ideas for action. Please let me know if you are interested in attending. If you get lost looking for Seomra Spraoi call me at: 087 7507001.

Nessa Ní Chasaide, Co-ordinator, Debt and Development Coalition Ireland
Tel: + 353 1 6174835 email: nessa@debtireland.org  web: www.debtireland.org
13. Sonairte Ecology Centre

Sonairte Ecology Centre is now open Wednesday to Sunday 10.30 - 5.00.
A Meditation and Self Healing Class is running at Sonairte from Friday 13th February for 6 weeks. For info on this and other events at Sonairte please go to www.sonairte.org   

14. Irish Peat land Conservation Council Adult Education Course 

Are you interested in learning more about the amazing wildlife of the bog and the preserving powers of turf? If so then enrol on the Wet, Wild and Wonderful Bogs and Fens course beginning on Tuesday 24th February and running for six weeks.  Each two-hour session includes hands on classes and slide shows on the life in the bog and on the ways the Dutch and Irish people have worked to save the bogs. Booking through the Adult Education Centre, UCD on tel 01-7167123.  Please quote HN207. Fee 210 euro.
 VSI Staff

30 Mountjoy Square

Dublin 1

Tel: 353(0)1 8551011

