Short-term EVS Programme

Young people who may need financial or personal support to take part in independent volunteering positions can also apply for short-term EVS projects. European Voluntary Service (EVS) is an activity funded by the European Commission through the Youth in Action Programme. It allows volunteers aged 18 – 30 years old, to take part in funded individual or group volunteering projects around Europe and beyond. Funding covers flights, food and accommodation, insurance, pocket money and training. For young people who need additional support and take part in short-term EVS (2 months – 1 year) there is additional funding for mentor-support mechanisms, and exceptional costs, or items that the young person needs to take part in the placement but is not in the position to fund themselves (i.e. visa costs). 

A number of young people will take part in projects in 2011 through this scheme including;

Group EVS in Ghana 

Three young people who have experience of Teenage Programme projects, and of volunteering abroad, will join a group of European volunteers in a month-long EVS placement in Ghana, Africa. The group will all take part in a week-long training in Slovenia in August, and complete their placement in October. They will be working with young people and children facing poverty and other challenges and learn how to use creative methodologies in this work. 

Group EVS in Latvia

Four young people from Ballymun Youthreach will take part in this 3 week project, in the city of Cesis, Latvia. The group will undertake a local volunteering project with local youth groups, to renovate an old building donated by the municipality. The building will be used for youth arts initiatives. The volunteers will also help promote volunteering to local young people, and will enjoy visiting the local area and getting to know Latvian culture in their spare time. 

Group EVS in France

Two young people with experience of volunteering and taking part in Teenage Programme projects, will take part in a 3 week placement in the city of Lille, in Northern France. They will be volunteering at the “Maraîchage biologique”, an organic farm where young people who are long-term unemployed can volunteer, gain skills, and take part in social inclusion projects. The produce from the farm is sold in the local markets, and profits are used to fund future projects. 
Individual EVS in France

One young person will take part in a 2 month placement in with the organisation Solidarités Jeunesse in the Midi-Pyrénées area of France. The project aims to promote volunteering, active citizenship and sustainable development to local people through the organisations of volunteering projects and awareness raising activities. The volunteer will help with these projects, including the restoration of heritage buildings, working in a local community garden and helping to organise local and international exchange projects. 

