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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VSI STANDS AT VOLUNTEER FAIRS IN DUBLIN, CARLOW, GALWAY, LIMERICK AND SLIGO

VSI will join in several Volunteer Fairs over the next two months and need volunteers to help out. If you can help with any of these events then contact Tom Ryder at the office. 

1. Sunday 26, September Temple Bar, Dublin 1-5pm, Dublin Volunteer Week

2. September 28,  Tuesday, at Secondary Schools Career Guidance Fair at Limerick Racecourse 9.15 – 3.00pm

3. September 28, Tuesday, at Tallaght Library 11.00 – 3.00pm South Dublin Active Citizenship Week

4. September 29, Wednesday at NUI Galway 1.00 -5.00pm

5. 12 October, Tuesday, at GMIT, Galway 12-3.00pm
6. 20 October, Wednesday, at DCU Dublin 11.30-3.00pm
EVALUATION WORKSHOP FOR AFRICA, ASIA, LATIN AMERICA AND MIDDLE EAST PROGRAMME SAT OCTOBER 2 

VSI will host an evaluation workshop for volunteers who took part in projects in India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam, Botswana, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Ecuador, Palestine and Jordan this year. It gives VSI a chance to meet the volunteers again and hear all the wonderful and amazing things they experienced while on projects.  It also gives the volunteers a chance to reflect on what the experience means for them and how to put the experience to good use.  Sat. October 2nd at Irish Aid Centre, Dublin. More details from the office.
VSI PHOTO COMPETITION - DON’T FORGET!

VSI is again running a Photo Competition for everybody who has joined in a Volunteer Project with VSI this year. The photos must clearly show some aspect of volunteering with VSI. The prizes will include – vouchers for projects in 2011; T shirts; books and lots more. All the best photos will be used in our future publicity material –Book 2011; posters; VSI website etc.

How to enter: Send your photos to VSI by the 15th October next. The VSI team will decide and announce the winners at the VSI AGM in November. The results will be published in the VSI Bulletin and on the VSI website.  Get snapping!
TEENAGE PROGRAMME UPDATES

European Evaluation Meeting:
3 volunteers from the Teenage Programme have just left for Bologna, in Italy where they will spend 4 days evaluating the activities with young people that they have been involved in throughout 2010. The event, which is hosted by SCI Italy, and funded by the Youth in Action Programme, allows volunteers to reflect on their experiences as leaders, to evaluate the activities that took place and to plan their future involvement in SCI. The event involves partners from the Youth Unemployment Working Group of SCI, which focuses on organising volunteering and peace education projects for young people with fewer opportunities. 

Reunion Trip for Young People:
The Teenage Programme has just about finished its placements for the summer season, and overall it was a very successful year with an increase in placements made on volunteering projects in Ireland and other parts of Europe. We are now getting ready to bring all the young people from those projects together for a reunion and evaluation trip which will take place from the 26th – 28th of October. The trip will allow the young people to meet up with old and new friends, share their experiences and highlights of the summer, and make suggestions for the programme of activities which the Teenage Programme will organise for 2011. There will of course also be time for some team building and volunteering in the local community. The young people will also receive their Youthpass Certificates for their efforts and commitment to the projects. 

Teenage Programme Working Group:
The Teenage Programme Working Group (TWG) will have its next meeting in the VSI office on November 3rd, at 6.30pm. We are still looking for new members who might be interested in helping us with marketing (website and publications), fundraising, project ideas, or who may have experience working with young people at risk. Please contact Grace in the VSI office from more information (grace@vsi.ie or 01 855 1011). 

Teenage Programme Participant goes to Brussels:
Kate Fox, a long-time participant of the Teenage Programme, will travel to Brussels to mark the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty as part of the European Year against Poverty and Social Exclusion. Kate will travel with the organisation ATD Fourth World, and will share some of her experiences as a volunteer, and some of the testimonies of people living in poverty in Ireland.  At just 18 years of age, Kate has this year already volunteered in Mosney Accommodation Centre organising a summer project for children of asylum seekers, worked in a shelter for homeless people in Barcelona, and attended a gathering of 400 young people in Paris on the theme of poverty and social exclusion. We wish her all the best on her trip. 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED FOR EVS PROJECT AT YOUTH CENTRE IN LATVIA

VSI is seeking an EVS (European Voluntary Service Programme) volunteer from Ireland to work with the Liepaja's Youth Centre in Latvia starting in November next for 9 months. The Children and Youth centre is situated in the city of Liepaja. Liepaja is located in the southwest of the Republic of Latvia in the central part of the eastern coast of the Baltic Sea. The volunteers will be involved in managing workshops and club activities for children and youngsters. Together with our teachers they will take part in art and cultural projects. The volunteers are given opportunity to bring their own ideas to the project. The volunteers will be asked to practice childrens skills in English or other languages in a non-formal way. The project should develop intercultural bridges for the children and youth and support their ability of the communication and positive thinking. It is a great chance for them to learn more about other countries and different cultures and traditions. During the project children will have a possibility to open and express themselves and develop their skills and talents. More details from Tom Ryder at VSI

EUROPEAN VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND LONG TERM VOLUNTEERING PROJECTS
VSI is a recognised sending agency for the EU European Voluntary Service Programme (18-30 years) and each day we receive requests from a wide range of organisations throughout Europe seeking volunteers for a huge range of projects (like the project in Latvia above).  At present VSI has volunteers working on long term projects in Slovenia, Bulgaria, Spain and Georgia. If you are interested in volunteering for a longer period, then have a look at http://www.vsi.ie/volunteer/longterm.html  or contact Tom at the office for more details.

SCI INTERNATIONAL E ZINE
SCI sends a monthly E Zine to inform members worldwide about a range of activities and events taking place. You can subscribe to the E Zine at www.sciint.org 

This months issues includes a report of a youth peace education exchange in Greystones, Co. Wicklow; an event to celebrate SCI’s 90th Birthday in Switzerland and several other interesting news items.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR BANGLADESH INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S PROJECT 

This special project 21 October to 2 November will consist of physical work, workshops, lectures, group work and presentations for 15 to 20 participants who are women volunteers, women activists and SCI members from Asia, Pacific and Mauritius region and International volunteers from other SCI branches. The project will be based at Mymensingh Orphanage in the city of Mymensingh, 
Aim of the programme: Empowerment of the women in the globe and especially in the Asia, Pacific and Mauritius region. Objectives: 
- To promote and ensure women rights
- To recognize women's contribution in development
- To eradicate discrimination on women
- To ensure women's participation in all level in a greater context 

It is anticipated that this programme will benefit the volunteers in their work, as knowledge and skills; exchange will occur and will assist in promoting an understanding and respect of cultural diversity in respect to women issues.
Main Activities
- Facilitate experiential learning opportunities on Women's Issues.
- Offer experienced trainers with knowledge and experience on relevant topics. 
- Physical work would be white washing and cleaning the orphanage building. Some repairing work of orphanage kitchen and dining area. 
- Opportunities for participants to network and share best practice from their respective areas.
- Provide a forum for developing a vision for working collaboratively for the regional development in women's issues.
- Participants will get the opportunity to meet and dialogue with women activists from different women's organisations. More details from Tom Ryder at the VSI office.

INTERNATIONAL DESIGN COMPETITION FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A CYCLONE SHELTER IN BANGLADESH

This is to announce that SCI Bangladesh and Japan jointly organize International Design Competition for construction of a cyclone shelter in southern part of Bangladesh. This attempt aims to draw more public attention to SCI as well as to support sufferers in disaster area.

To complete this project in success, we need greater support by SCI friends of the world.
We would like to appreciate you to pass this announcement to as many motivated architects, architecture students and those who will support financially this project as possible. 
International Design Competition for a Cyclone Shelter in Bangladesh: http://www.comp.atelier-pax.jp/
We also look for more volunteers who are interested in working with us to promote this project. SCI Japan

LATIN AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES COURSE 
What: Do you want to learn more about Latin America? Then you should enroll for the Latin American Development Studies course! LASC coordinates this course at Ballsbridge College. It is a 20-week course which gives you insight in the causes and consequences of the lack of development in Latin America. From social, historical, economical and cultural perspectives the different facilitators will deal with the subject in weekly participative sessions.
Where: Ballsbridge College
When: Starts on Tuesday 21st September 2010
Time: 6:30 - 8:30 pm Cost: € 180 
Enrolment: In the main office from Monday to Friday from 3 to 4pm, starting on Monday 13 September. Payment at these times is by cash or by cheque only (no credit cards). For more information: http://www.ballsbridgecollege.com/dev.html#lat  
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CLAIMING OUR FUTURE SATURDAY, 30TH OCTOBER

Claiming our Future' is an event to stimulate the emergence of a cross sectoral community of interest and action for a more equal, inclusive and sustainable Ireland. We are organising this event because we are deeply dissatisfied with the direction of Government policy in response to the economic recession. We do not accept that there is no alternative to these policies. There are choices to be made and civil society has a vital contribution to make in identifying and progressing new policy choices. Earlier this year Is Feidir Linn, the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, the Environmental Pillar of Social Partnership, the Community Platform, Social Justice Ireland and TASC began a series of meeting to explore how best to cooperate and coordinate endeavours for a more equal, inclusive and sustainable Ireland.

From these initial discussions a wider range of civil society organisations have begun to meet to organize this event. These organisations include trade unions, environmental groups, community groups, migrant worker organisations, youth groups, older people's organisations, cultural groups, student groups, developing world groups, rural networks, women's organisations, disability groups, social media and social justice organisations. Local meetings and activities are being planned throughout the country in the lead up to this event. If you are interested in getting involved in the event and in the local initiatives please get in touch: 

Co-ordinator: Bríd Nolan // Tel: 01-8870726 // Mob: 086 8474466 Email: info@claimingourfuture.ie  // Web: www.claimingourfuture.ie 
DEBT AND DEVELOPMENT COALITION SEEKS 2 INTERNS + 1 VOLUNTEER
DDCI is a membership based, campaigning organisation that works for economic justice for Southern countries. 

More details from nessa@debtireland.org by Friday 30th September
