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· VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VSI STANDS AT VOLUNTEER FAIRS IN DUBLIN and SLIGO
· Evaluation Workshop for Volunteers Sat 13 November 2010 2-5pm
· VSI PHOTO COMPETITION - DON’T FORGET! 

· VSI Long Term Volunteers head out for projects in Georgia, Germany and Spain
· A celebration of people working for a more just and peaceful world’   
· Au Revoir et merci Melanie!
· Teenage Programme Evaluation and Plans for 2011
· Teenage Programme Participant Nominated for Multicultural Youth Award
· European Working Group and Networking Activities:
· Farewell to David Mongan
· Act Now for 2015 Campaign -email your TD to support Ireland’s Aid promises
· Acting for a better world Training Course
· One World Week– Framing our World 13-20 November NYCI 

· Clean Clothes Campaign – Launch of the Irish Branch
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VSI STANDS AT VOLUNTEER FAIRS IN DUBLIN and SLIGO

VSI will join in several Volunteer Fairs over the next month and need volunteers to help out. If you can help with any of these events then contact Tom Ryder at the office. 

Wed November 10    Tallaght IT 9.30am-1.30pm; Sligo IT  10.00am-1.00pm Thurs November 25  Trinity College, Dublin 6-8pm

Evaluation Workshop for Volunteers Sat 13 November 2010 2-5pm

You are invited to the IVP Evaluation Workshop 2010. We hope you enjoyed your volunteering project. We'd like to hear about all your experiences, the fantastic and the more challenging ones... at: Irish Aid Volunteering and Information Centre, Ground Floor, Findlater House, 27-31 Upper O'Connell Street, Dublin 1. IMPORTANT: Please RSVP for the Evaluation Day to: ivp@vsi.ie   There is a small fund available to help towards travel expenses to attend the Evaluation Day, please contact Tom in the VSI office: deved@vsi.ie  Don't forget to send us your photos for the VSI Photo Competition  More details on -http://www.vsi.ie/events/2010/11/13/evaluation-workshop-for-volunteers/ 
VSI PHOTO COMPETITION - DON’T FORGET! 

VSI is again running a Photo Competition for everybody who has joined in a Volunteer Project with VSI this year. The photos must clearly show some aspect of volunteering with VSI. The prizes will include – vouchers for projects in 2011; T shirts; books and lots more. All the best photos will be used in our future publicity material –Book 2011; posters; VSI website etc.

How to enter: Send your photos to VSI by the 27 November (extended deadline to coincide with the VSI Annual Volunteers Day and AGM). The results will be published in the VSI Bulletin and on the VSI website.  Get snapping!

VSI Long Term Volunteers head out for projects in Georgia, Germany and Spain

Doireann Cooney has started her EVS project working with young refugees in Tbilisi, Georgia. Kevin Sheedy and Hannah Anderson are volunteering at centres for people with special needs in Germany. Kieran Mc Grane has started his volunteering project with a youth and intercultural association in Barcelona.

More details of VSI’s long term volunteering programme can be found on http://www.vsi.ie/volunteer/longterm.html 

A celebration of people working for a more just and peaceful world’    

VSI Annual Volunteer’s Day Seminar and AGM Sat 27 November

We invite you to the annual VSI Volunteers' Day on Sat. 27 November next from 11.00am to 4.30pm in Dublin. 
This is a special day for VSI as we celebrate 45 years of action for peace in Ireland and SCI celebrates 90 years of action for peace in over 70 countries worldwide. The VSI Volunteers' Day is open to all VSI members, activists and supporters. It is an opportunity for you to have your say in the running of VSI and to help with planning VSI's programmes for 2011. It's also an important social day with the opportunity to meet with other volunteers who have joined in a huge variety of projects in over 60 countries world-wide. We are planning a lively Volunteers Day which will include –

· ‘ A celebration of people working for a more just and peaceful world’  Seminar (see below)
·  The VSI Annual General Meeting with reports on a wide variety of volunteering activities from all over the world   

       

  A celebration of people working for a more just and peaceful world’   2.15pm

              Speakers: Senator David Norris and Jon Mc Court 

Background: VSI was founded in 1965 and Service Civil International SCI in 1920. Together we are celebrating 45 and 90 years of working for peace through international volunteering in Ireland and in over 70 countries worldwide. SCI was founded in the aftermath of World War 1 and the first project was the restoration of villages and communities destroyed by the war near Verdun in France. The project brought together volunteers from the previous warring nations –Germany, Britain, France, Italy and Austria and was a positive attempt at reconciliation and international understanding. Today VSI and SCI continue that tradition in our work for peace in Ireland and around the world. 

We are very happy to have David Norris and Jon Mc Court with us today to share their ideas and views on working for a more just and peaceful world.  Senator David Norris is a civil rights campaigner.  He is a former university lecturer and a longtime member of Seanad Eireann.  He is a member of the Dail’s Foreign Affairs Committee and has raised many human rights issues while taking part. He is particularly concerned about the conflict in the Middle East. He also has helped to raise funds for grassroot projects to promote peace in Israel and Palestine.  He is the founder of the Campaign for Homosexual Law Reform. David Norris was the first openly gay person to be elected to public office in Ireland. David is also a well-known Joycean scholar, and plays a large part in Dublin's annual Bloomsday celebrations. 

Jon McCourt grew up in Derry, Northern Ireland. He marched for civil rights in 1968, and joined IRA in 1969. He left in the mid 1970s, feeling disillusioned that it had moved too far from the civil rights agenda and was contributing to increased polarisation and sectarianism. He then became a community peace activist, and has worked in the area ever since, including working with victims of violence, community relations and youth in criminalised areas.
More details - http://www.vsi.ie/news/2010/11/04/a-celebration-of-people-working-for-a-more-just-and-peaceful-world-27-november/ 

Au Revoir et merci Melanie!

Melanie Gutman has returned to Lyon, France after living in Ireland for a good number of years. During that time she was a very active volunteer with VSI especially with the International Volunteer Projects programme. Melanie got to know every part of the country as she helped to welcome international teams of volunteers to their projects in Cork, Kilkenny, Roscommon, Down and many places in between. Melanie also helped with the preparation and evaluation programme for Irish volunteers. 

We wish her well in her new life back in France and thank her once again for her great contribution to VSI.

Teenage Programme Evaluation and Plans for 2011

25 young people gathered in the Carraig Eden Centre in Greystones from October 26th – 28th to evaluate and share experiences from the summer projects of 2010. The reports were extremely positive and all the young people said they had gained new skills and positive experiences from taking part. The focus of the trip then turned to activities for 2011, and the young people came up with lots of issues and topics they would like to get involved in. The group also brainstormed and began the first stages of their own Youth Initiative project, which has been submitted to Léargas for funding through the Youth in Action Programme. The project, called "Living in Dependence: Experiences of young people in the Irish asylum process", aims to use film to explore the experiences of young asylum seekers and raise awareness of this issue. Two young people and their coach also attended a 2-day training, organised by Léargas, on how to organise a Youth Initiative from the 29th – 31st of October. 
Teenage Programme Participant Nominated for Multicultural Youth Award

VSI is very happy to hear the great news that Bob Sita, one of our long-standing participants has been selected for nomindation for the Multicultural Young People’s Award. Bob’s name was proposed by Crosscare, VSI and his former Secondary school for his ongoing commitment to fostering integration and cultural awareness in his community, school and within the Teenage Programme of VSI. The award ceremony takes place in Dublin City from 6pm on November 19th. Those wishing to attend should contact iaciyouth@gmail.com or clapyouthproject@gmail.com to register their place before November 12th. 

European Working Group and Networking Activities:

The SCI Working Group on Youth Unemployment (YUWG) is hosting a seminar and meeting from November 6th – 10th in Lille, France. The meeting will be a chance for staff and core volunteers of YUWG activities to meet, evaluate the projects and activities of 2010 on an organizational level, and to plan for 2011 projects. Representatives from branches and partner organizations of SCI will come from the UK, France, Ireland, Belgium, Spain, Bulgaria, Slovenia, Greece and Italy. In addition to this, Conor Mongey, and volunteer youth leader and mentor of the Teenage Programme, is currently in Estonia, attending the Beehive networking meeting, which aims to create future opportunities for EVS ST for young people with fewer opportunities. 

Farewell to David Mongan

Amongst all the activities of the past month, the participants, staff and volunteers were also dealing with the very sad news of the death of one of our long-term and most active volunteers, David Mongan. David joined the programme in 2008, and in that time was one of the most active and popular participants, taking part in Youth Exchanges in Catalunya and Belgium and quickly moving on to international volunteering projects in France and Spain. David was extremely passionate about the activities of VSI and making a contribution to a better world, and thanks to him many young people from his centre joined the programme. He was an inspiration to many, a dear friend, a passionate and committed volunteer and a wonderful person that we will all miss dearly for some time to come. 

Act Now for 2015 Campaign -email your TD to support Ireland’s Aid promises

The recession has hit us all and everyone is feeling it in their pockets. But the impact of the recession on developing countries, who didn't contribute to the causes of the global financial crisis, has been particularly harsh. Difficult choices are being made at the moment in Ireland. Those of us who believe in global justice, and who know how important overseas aid can be, need to remind our political representatives that we won't allow them to raid the aid budget to pay for the bailout of the banks!  Please take action now to insist that Ireland lives up to its word, protects the most vulnerable and keeps our word on our commitment to the reduction of global poverty.

Acting for a better world Training Course

There are many ways to act for a better world from Ireland, from everyday choices we make, such as ethical shopping and

investment, to getting involved in the global justice movement. This course will provide a space to share experiences with others; the media and campaigning skills to raise awareness effectively; and information about what’s going on in Ireland. This training is relevant both for those who have lived and worked overseas in developing countries and those who have an interest in global issues.

Dates: 7 – 9pm November 5th, and 10am – 4.30pm November 6th & 13th. Venue: Dublin city centre Cost: €40 for Comhlámh members, €85 for non-members, €25 for concession rates (student and unwaged), €2 for asylum seekers. Lunch is included.

For an application form or for more information please: Call 01 4783490, email deirdrekelly@comhlamh.org  

http://www.comhlamh.org
One World Week– Framing our World 13-20 November NYCI 

The National Youth Council One World Week aims to raise awareness of the reality behind images and messages which we receive about the world we live in. There will be a programme of events including seminars, training, public etc. For an info pack or further info see – www.youthdeved.ie 

Clean Clothes Campaign – Launch of the Irish Branch


The Irish branch of Clean Clothes Campaign was launched in Dublin on the 7th of October.  The Irish CCC branch has its own website – click here
