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Volunteers Needed May 10th – 15th Steps to Inclusion Leader Training
VSI’s Teenage Programme will be hosting a five day residential training for volunteers from all around Europe from May 10th – 15th in the Carraig Eden Centre, Greystones. (See Teenage Programme for more details) The Teenage Programme Coordinator is looking for volunteers to help our catering coordinator with the preparation of food for the group. If you’re interested please contact Grace on grace@vsi.ie or 086 264 3619 before Friday 6th of May. Volunteers will be needed for lunch or dinner shifts, which include food preparation from 11am – 12.30pm, and / or 3pm – 5.30pm. 

2011 International Volunteer Projects

VSI's branches and partners in over 60 countries worldwide are finalising their 2011 international volunteering projects. As from today there are over 950 short term projects in 50 countries worldwide available and many more will be added over the coming weeks. Check out the project search engine on the VSI web pages. 

Teenage Programme Updates
Steps to Inclusion Leader Training, Greystones 10-15 May

VSI’s Teenage Programme will be hosting residential five day training for volunteers from around Europe from May 10th – 15th in the Carraig Eden Centre, Greystones. The Teenage Programme Coordinator is looking for volunteers to help our catering coordinator with the preparation of food for the group. If you’re interested please contact Grace on grace@vsi.ie or 086 264 3619 before Friday 6th of May. Volunteers will be needed for lunch or dinner shifts, which include food preparation from 11am – 12.30pm, and / or 3pm – 5.30pm. 

The training will prepare 32 volunteers to carry out their roles as leaders on this summer’s Youth Exchange projects, particularly working with young people facing social exclusion. Participants will come from Italy, France, Bulgaria, Slovenia, Greece, Spain, Ireland, Hungary and the UK and will take part in a series of workshops on leadership, risk awareness, non formal education and many other relevant topics. The training has been funded through Léargas and the Youth in Action Programme of the European Commission. 
Living in Dependence Youth Initiative Project: Latest News

The young people who are involved in the Living in Dependence Youth Initiative project, recently completed their 5-day media skills training, in which they learned the basic skills for making a documentary film. This took place in Greystones and involved 13 young people and freelance trainer Claire Dix, who shared her vast experience with the group. Thanks to DCTV for their support in bringing it together and to all the volunteers who committed to the training. This training was another step in this youth-led project, which will see a group of young people managing and producing a film on the experiences of young asylum seekers in Ireland. 

International Working Group Meeting, Northern Ireland

The Youth and Unemployment Working Group (YUWG) of SCI, which focuses on working with socially excluded young people, held its bi-annual meeting in Glebe House, Co Down, from April 6th – 10th. Representatives from Slovenia, Bulgaria, Italy, France, Greece, Ireland and the UK explored a number of important issues for YUWG, as well as developing some important tools for the coming year’s activities. These areas covered risk awareness when working with young people with fewer opportunities on Youth Exchanges, role descriptions for coordinators and leaders of projects, and common best practice guidelines for all YUWG members when organising Youth Exchanges. We finished it all off, by familiarising ourselves with the SCI Strategic Plan and identifying areas of work that YUWG can be particularly active in. The activists of YUWG are looking forward to a busy but fruitful summer, with over 11 YUWG Youth Exchanges planned around Europe, as well as a number of local activities, and a number of sheltered placements and EVS short-term taking place. 

Recruitment of Leaders and Mentors for 2011

The Teenage Programme recently advertised for new leaders and mentors for the Teenage Programme and had a fantastic response. There will be 5 new leaders taking part in the Leader Training, and many others are interested in joining the programme. Anyone interested in getting involved should email grace@vsi.ie for more information. 

VSI workshop - 'Exploring Development Issues' Sat. 14 May Dublin
This workshop is part of the preparation programme for the VSI Africa / Asia / Latin America programme. The workshop will combine several inputs on current development issues using speakers, videos, simulation games etc., along with details of the 2011 projects and inputs on health and safety aspects. Application forms for the 2011 programme can be completed during the workshop.  The workshop will be run by the VSI development education group all of whom have volunteered on the programme in previous years. More details
Long Term Volunteering Information
Long Term Volunteering Vacancy List May 2011
There are a wide variety of projects in the new Long Term Volunteering Vacancy List just published. In Asia there are projects in Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Japan; in Africa in Nigeria; n Europe There are projects in Scotland, Russia, Croatia and Switzerland; in North America there are projects in Canada and in the USA. 

Evs Projects in Azerbaijan, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine  

Sci Germany (our German branch) has applied as a coordinating organisation for a multilateral evs-project involving 25 volunteers working on a variety of projects in Azerbaijan, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine. Here is a summary of the projects. They hope to have approval by mid may. Selected volunteers would join in pre-departure training in Germany in September and then travel to their individual projects for 10 months from October 2011 to July 2012. More details 

Glebe House Centre needs 6 volunteer for summer holidays

Glebe House residential centre near Downpatrick, Co. Down is now recruiting volunteers for its summer 2011 children’s holiday programmes. Placements are available for the month of August and male volunteers are especially needed. We are looking for people, who are interested in working closely with children and young people on our summer residential programme. 

The summer programme begins in mid June and runs until 31st august, and consists of 10, one week children’s residential holiday programmes. The volunteers will not be expected to take part in all of the residentials and will be allocated time off as necessary. 

Volunteers can stay for part or all of the period.

These posts are geared to the needs of the Glebe House community relations programme and the volunteers will be fully involved in every aspect of it, organising and joining in games sessions, going on trips out, taking part in and running on site activities.  The volunteers will also share responsibilities for, childcare, supervision and the associated routine's of running the children’s residential holidays. But hurry the closing date for applications are next week!!  More details
SCI Serbia EVS Projects

Volunteers' Centre of Vojvodina - SCI Serbia is looking for 2 EVS volunteers for the June 1st deadline. The positions include a coordinator of the volunteers' youth club and placement/workcamp coordinator. The starting date will be October 2011 and ending in September 2012. Our code in the EVS database is 2009-SI-65 and our info in the database is on this link. Interested –contact Tom for more details at VSI but hurry!!. SCI Serbia wants to have applications by the 15 May next
Glebe House Open Day Sunday 5 June 1-5pm

Glebe House in Strangford, Co. Down which hosts children and adults from a wide range of groups throughout Northern Ireland will hold their annual Open Day on Sunday 5th June next. There will be music, clowns, donkey rides etc. More details from www.glebehouse.ni.com 

Africa Day 2011 - 25 May 
Africa Day, an initiative of the African Union, falls on the 25th May each year.  A weeklong series of events with African music, dance, film, history, educational activities, sport and art and will take place between May 21st and May 29th to mark Africa Day in Ireland. The aim of the week is to celebrate the diversity and potential of the African continent and increase awareness of Ireland’s many links with Africa.  Africa Day also offers an opportunity to celebrate the heritage and identity of African communities living in Ireland.  The aim is also to raise public awareness of Irish Aid, the Irish Government’s overseas development programme, and the countries in which it works.   

Irish Aid has been active in supporting and promoting Africa Day since 2008 through its own events and through providing support for organisations and community events to take place.  While still fully committed to Africa Day this year the main focus will be on support for communities and groups organising events.   We are pleased to announce that we will be funding twelve community events in Dublin, Limerick and Galway.   We hope that other organisations and groups involved in education and development education will organise and participate in events all around the country.  

For further information on how you can become involved or if you are organising an event please send details to africaday@dfa.ie  to find more details on Africa Day events and all the latest Africa Day news check out: http://africaday.irishaid.org/home.aspx
International Logo Design Campaign - Win a volunteer trip to Taiwan! 
An international campaign for the design of a common logo for all organisations that organise short term volunteer projects (or 'Workcamps') has been launched! Leading organisation in this initiative is VYA Taiwan, while SCI is one of the co-organisers. The idea of this logo is to increase visibility and recognisability of international Workcamps and the organisations that organise them. Volunteers are encouraged to send in their designs and by doing so you have a chance to win a trip to a workcamp in Taiwan! Please visit the campaign website for more information on how to join the competition. 
Please help us nominate people for the MAMA Awards 

The MAMA Awards which honour individuals, groups, companies and journalists who promote cross-cultural understanding are making a much anticipated return this year. Members of the public are being urged to log-on to www.mamaawards.com   

And nominate entrants for this year’s programme. First staged in 2002, the MAMAs were established by Ireland’s first multi-cultural newspaper, Metro Éireann. The deadline for receipt of entries is Friday 20 May. More info is available from 01 878 3441.
The Activists Handbook – published by the Centre for Global Education, Belfast

The Activists Handbook is a new publication which aims to offer guidance to individuals interested in taking action locally on international development issues and to support the work of organisations engaged in development work in Ireland. The book is broken into three main sections.  Section one focuses on examples of long-standing engagement by individuals in activism on global issues.  Section two features case studies of organisations and social movements in the global North and global South which have engaged in activism on global issues.  Section three carries organisational profiles of 50 organisations in Ireland which support advocacy, education and activism on global issues.  More details from www.centreforglobaleducation.com Copies of the handbook are available from VSI for €6 + post.

