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We are happy to send you the VSI May Bulletin. There are lots of interesting projects and events taking place over the next few months – Teenage Group members will run in the Women’s Mini Marathon on June 7th along with Louise Fitzgerald who is running in aid of VSI and a Zambian project; The Development Education Group are running two events during the Africa Festival sponsored by Irish Aid; VSI will be hosting a group of American volunteers in late May and are looking for volunteers to meet with them. For further information on these please click on the heading links below:-
·  Volunteers needed for VSI stands at Africa Days in Dublin (Sunday, May 16) and Limerick (Sunday (May 30)
·  Runners wanted to raise funds for VSI at the Flora Women’s Mini Marathon
·  Coordinators needed for Children’s activity projects in Mosney, Co. Meath in July and August 
·  Join an International Volunteer Project with VSI this year
·  The Dublin Local Group are looking for a volunteer ‘Work Coordinator’
·  Glebe House Children’s Centre needs summer volunteers
·  USA Volunteers coming to Ireland in May – come and meet with them
·  Teenage Programme Update - Easter Project
·  Wildlife Rescue Project in Belgium Report - Melina Diver VSI/EVS Volunteer
· Volunteers needed for project in Gabon
· Serbia SCI seeks Irish volunteers 

· IVS GB needs volunteers for a project at a Buddhist Meditation Centre in June

· 
  Global Justice for a New Decade 1 day forum on development - 15th May 2010
·   Development Perspectives Song Competition
·   NYCI seeks Youth Arts Project Officer                                      
· 
  Exploring Africa Training Course 27-29 May 2010 at Kimmage Development    Studies                                         
If you would like to be involved in any of these events just contact the office team for more info. 

info@vsi.ie   Tel: 01 8551011

Regards,

Tom, Helen, Grace, Margaret, Emeline & Irina

VSI Team
1. Volunteers needed for VSI stands at Africa Days in Dublin (Sunday, May 16) and

Limerick (Sunday (May 30)

VSI will have stands at the 2 Irish Aid sponsored Africa Days in Dublin (Iveagh Gardens) and Limerick (City Hall). This is a great opportunity to publicise the work of VSI to a wider public. We need volunteers to help with the stalls in both Limerick and Dublin. This year the theme of Africa Day is food and security and we have devised some exercises around this theme which volunteers will help out with on the day.

Africa Picture Food Quiz for children – asking them to identify different kinds of food which people eat in different African countries. We will have a large map of Africa with certain countries marked on it e.g. Kenya, Tanzania, Ghana, Zambia. There will also be small cut outs with the names of the food items associated with the particular countries. The children will be asked to place the cut out names onto the country where this food is produced and eaten in Africa. A special theme of chocolate –looking at cocoa bean production in Ghana and what happens to get a bar of chocolate in your local shop will be included. Fair Trade produce and chocolate will be given as prizes for competitors. There will be info sheets displayed on the foods featured in the quiz. 

Africa Quiz for adults – a fun quiz about Africa – identifying countries, capitals, languages, flags; soccer players etc which will also include questions around the food theme. Fair Trade produce and chocolate will be given as prizes for the winners.

Africa Food and Water Photo Exhibition – VSI Volunteers who have worked in Africa will submit their best photos on the topic of food and water from Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Ghana for a photo exhibition
More details of Africa Day can be found on http://africaday.irishaid.org/home.aspx 

Get in touch with Tom at the VSI office of you can help out with these events. deved@vsi.ie
2.  Runners wanted to raise funds for VSI at the Flora Women’s Mini Marathon:

A team of volunteers and participants from the Teenage Programme of VSI, will take part in the upcoming Flora Women’s Mini Marathon, taking place in Dublin’s City Centre on Monday 7th of June. All proceeds will go towards project costs for the Teenage Programme, allowing young people with fewer opportunities to take part in volunteering and peace education projects throughout the summer. Men are also invited to embrace their feminine side and take part in the event, and the group will meet before the event in the VSI office to prepare costumes and get their VSI t-shirts. Anybody who is interested in joining the group can do so by contacting Irina in the VSI office to get a sponsorship card. 

3. Coordinators needed for Children’s activity projects in Mosney, Co. Meath in July and    August
We are looking for 3 Coordinators for our Children’s Activity Camps at Mosney in County Meath, in July and August, further info on the projects available here: 

(IE-VSI 1.2, 03/07 - 17/07) http://www.workcamps.info/icamps/workcamp-details.html?campid=1789&tmpl=component 

IE-VSI 1.3, 07/08 - 21/08), http://www.workcamps.info/icamps/workcamp-details.html?campid=1790&tmpl=component 

On each of the projects there will be 14 SCI volunteers of mixed age plus two Coordinators, the groups will be supported by Mosney staff. All the Coordinators must be able to commit to staying at the Mosney centre for the two weeks duration of the project, two days preparation at the beginning and to attend meetings (TBA) with VSI and Mosney beforehand to prepare for the project.

There are two different coordinator roles:

1. A Childcare / Activities Coordinator is needed for the project in July to oversee and supervise the work with the children, this volunteer will ensure child safety and wellbeing and will ensure that the volunteers are prepared and able to manage the groups of children effectively. This Coordinator must have extensive experience in working with children and excellent organisational skills.

2. Volunteer Group Coordinators are needed for both projects to maintain and support the wellbeing of the volunteers through facilitating team-building, organising activities and social events and liaising between the volunteers and Mosney staff; the Volunteer Group Coordinators will take part in the work with the children with the volunteer group. These volunteers must have experience in group leadership, have previous voluntary work experience, preferably with VSI and have experience with children.

Both roles require volunteers with excellent communication skills and flexibility and would suit people who are able to work well under pressure. All positions are voluntary and unpaid, expenses will be covered. 

Volunteering on these projects can be hard work and tiring and while sometimes challenging, these opportunities offer volunteers opportunities to use their skills and experience in a very worthwhile project. Volunteering on the VSI Children’s Activity Camps at Mosney is great fun, provides unique learning opportunities and is very rewarding.

For further information please contact Helen in VSI or to apply for one of these positions please send your CV with cover letter, stating clearly which position you are applying for, to Helen Walmsley devofficer@vsi.ie Final date for applications: 14 May 2010.
4. Join an International Volunteer Project with VSI this year

If you would like to take part in a short term project this year with VSI here are several easy steps to help you: -Look at the projects on the Project Search Engine http://www.workcamps.info/icamps/  Pick Search and then you can key in dates or themes or countries to narrow your search. If you need more info just contact the office at 01-8551011. Here are some examples of projects this year – 
· Running a summer play scheme for the children of asylum seekers in Co. Meath 

· Making nature trails in the Dolomite region of Austria

· Gardening and landscaping work at the former concentration camp in Buchenwald, Germany

· Helping with a summer activity programme for people with disabilities in New York

· Building a classroom onto a rural school in Tanzania

· Replanting mangrove trees with the local community in Java, Indonesia

· Helping a local farmer’s cooperative with the olive harvest in Palestine.

5. The Dublin Local Group are looking for a volunteer ‘Work Coordinator’

The VSI Dublin Local Group (DLG) is a volunteer group which undertakes to improve the living conditions of the elderly, disabled and otherwise marginalised members of the Dublin local community. 

The DLG are looking for a volunteer ‘Work Coordinator’ to supervise small volunteer groups to carry out painting and decorating and some small household repairs in the homes of marginalised people in the Dublin area. The work includes job assessment, organising and sourcing materials, supervising and working with volunteers to carry out the jobs.  The work takes place on Saturday mornings from 10.00am to 1.00pm as the job requires (on average a job takes 3 weeks with a break between jobs). The Work Coordinator must have transport for the materials.  Please send CV with cover letter to: dlg@dublinlocalgroup.org  

The DLG meets once a week on Saturdays and are involved in a range of voluntary and community service work in the Dublin area. The work involves: - Painting and wallpapering homes, Weekend projects for particular community or non-profit making organisations, Organising social evenings or weekends away for our members, Fundraising and publicity activities, Working with other groups or organisations to complete specific projects. For more info on the VSI Dublin Local Group go to: http://www.dublinlocalgroup.org   

6. Glebe House Children’s Centre needs summer volunteers

Each year, during June to August, Glebe House runs and supports a number of summer holiday programmes for various groups of children from around Northern Ireland and the Rep of Ireland. Glebe House Residential Centre is now recruiting Volunteers for its Summer 2010 Children’s holiday programmes, We are looking for volunteers who will be available for placements from mid June until end of August 2010. For periods of 2 to 8 weeks

To help with this very busy holiday period, volunteer placements are available.  Full board and accommodation is provided, and some financial support can be given. All volunteers get time off during this period and are not expected to participate in every programme. 

· Volunteers can get the opportunity to work in a number of areas including:

· Working with children and young people, providing arts and crafts activities including painting, mural work, screen printing, model making and other art activities.

· Working with children and young people, helping with group activities and games, nature walks, swimming, donkey rides and much more.

· Assist the staff in maintaining a standard of cleanliness throughout the Centre. 

Volunteers work as part of the programme staff team, working with groups residing at the centre for the duration of their stay.   All volunteers work alongside the programme Staff.  The volunteers get the ideal opportunity to meet new people and learn new skills from a new diverse group of people. Regular training is provided to help introduce new volunteers to our guidelines and procedures. We seek volunteers, who are interested in working closely with children and young people on our summer residential programme. 

The Summer programme begins in mid June and runs until 31st August, with one week children’s residential holiday programmes. The volunteers will not be expected to take part in all of the residentials and will be allocated time off as necessary. These posts are geared to the needs of the Glebe House children's programme and the volunteers will be fully involved in every aspect of it, organising and joining in games sessions, organising and going on trips out, taking part in and running on site activities.  The volunteers will also share responsibilities for, child care, supervision and the associated routine's of running the residential holiday.

Volunteers should be willing to work full time, in a residential capacity at our Centre in Strangford, Co Down, Northern Ireland. The volunteers do not need to have any previous experience but do need to be well motivated and willing to learn, they should have the ability to cope well under the sometimes hectic and very busy programmes that Glebe House provides. The work of the summer volunteer is varied but at times is quite demanding. Volunteers must be over 18; Good English speakers; from the EU or from a country where volunteers don’t need a visa. For more information Please contact Glebe House, Kilclief, Strangford, BT30 7NZ Northern Ireland Tele 00: 44 2844881374 Email: info@glebehouseni.com       www.glebehouseni.com 

 7. USA Volunteers coming to Ireland in May – come and meet with them
Glebe House is hosting a group of 18 young volunteers from the US in May. The group will be in Dublin on Saturday 29th May and would like to meet some VSI volunteers to talk about volunteering, Ireland, discover Dublin pubs etc. If you are available to meet them please contact Helen in VSI devofficer@vsi.ie
8. Teenage Programme Update - Easter Project

The Teenage Programme Easter Project recently took place over 5 days with 16 young people aged between 16 and 19 years old and coming from Ireland, DRC, Cameroon, Ghana, Nigeria, Iraq, Moldova and Rwanda . The young people came from a variety of backgrounds: separated children seeking asylum; residents of Mosney Accommodation Centre and young people facing economic or social exclusion. The group completed a number of days volunteering work in the local Greystones Community Garden Project as well as taking part in a number of workshops on sustainable development. 
· Teenage Programme Update Leader Training and Summer Projects
For the coming months, the Teenage Programme staff and volunteers will be busy organizing the summer projects. A number of volunteers will attend Leader Training in Italy from May 19th – 24th, and we will organize a preparation weekend with new participants in late June, before the series of Youth Exchanges kick off in early July and continue until the end of August. 

· Teenage Programme Update- Working Group

The Teenage Programme is also looking for volunteers with experience of youthwork, PR, fundraising and peace education or an interest in social inclusion in general to join the Teenage Programme Working Group. We meet monthly and the next meeting is on Wednesday 12th of May. The TWG supports the Teenage Programme Coordinator by contributing advice, knowledge or practical skills to the Teenage Programme. 

· Teenage Programme Update-Culture Circles
Volunteers of the Teenage Programme have also been organizing regular meetings of the “Culture Circle”, a monthly get-together for participants of the TP from diverse backgrounds, where they can learn about, discuss and make inputs on local and global development issues they are interested in. So far they have looked and development in general, the earthquake in Haiti and the conflict in Israel / Palestine. Next months meeting will look at the work of development NGO Trócaire, in post-earthquake Haiti, and the young people will put the final preparations in place for their own fundraiser for Haiti which will take place on Saturday June 5th. Culture Circles take place on the first Wednesday of every month in the Irish Aid Centre from 6pm – 8pm.

9. Wildlife Rescue Project in Belgium Report - Melina Diver VSI/EVS Volunteer
I’ve been an EVS volunteer in Belgium for the past nine months and it’s going by very fast.

I have to admit I was a bit dubious at first about volunteering for a year and the decision to apply was made because I knew it would help with my career. The work I do here has turned out to be as rewarding as I was hoping for and I will be very sorry to leave at the end of the year. 

I volunteer in a wildlife rescue hospital in Oostende. The hospital takes in injured and orphaned wild animals, mostly birds. My job is to help take care of them. Each day consists of lots of feeding and cleaning and helping with the medications. In the summer there are mostly young animals and in the winter-oiled birds, then autumn and spring bring in the accident and poison victims. I really love being able to see the progression in the animals from being sick to being released. Unfortunately animals dying and being euthanized is a daily part of the job - some have injuries that can’t be fixed and some are on their last legs when they are brought to us. 

Because it’s a charity the hospital can only do so much - there are simply too many animals, not enough staff and not enough money. Very many of the problems caused to the animals are because of people and it’s very sad to see. We have many birds coming in with injuries from fishing equipment, car accident victims, deliberate poisoning - the list goes on. I realise acutely how many problems wild animals have in just trying to survive. I have the impression that people tend only to think of wildlife as being in Africa or countries other than their own and do not realise how rich the wildlife surrounding them actually is.

Needless to say, it’s not just the work I’m enjoying. Living in Belgium has been quite a cultural experience - it’s amazing how many small differences there are between here and Ireland. There are many wonderful places to visit like Bruges, Gent and Antwerp and there are also nature reserves and beauty spots along the coast. The great thing about Belgium is that it’s such a small country that it’s easy to travel about. There’s a good deal with the trains where you can get a 10 journey ticket for anywhere in Belgium for a cheap price so it’s a great chance to see things. I’ve also been trying very hard to learn the language. Oostende is Dutch speaking and if you want to learn it you have to be pretty determined as even when you speak Dutch most people reply in English which can be very frustrating at times. I have 6 hours of lessons each week and these really help, especially with working up the confidence to try the language.

I found the biggest way of meeting people here was through the on arrival training. There I met all the other international volunteers who had started at roughly the same time as me and I’ve kept in contact with them throughout the year. Maybe it’s something about travelling but I’ve found that all the EVS people I’ve met have been really open-minded, fun and easy to get along with even with such a mix of different cultures.

I can definitely promote Belgium and my project as a place to volunteer - it’s been a pretty valuable year so far which isn’t over yet and I’m sure to enjoy the last few months.

10.  Volunteers needed for project in Gabon

For the first time SCI will organise an International Volunteer project in Gabon in SW Africa. The project will help to build a youth centre in Libreville from the 30 July -15 August. If you speak good French and have some volunteering experience under you belt, then contact Tom at the VSI office for more details. deved@vsi.ie 

11.  Serbia SCI seeks Irish volunteers

VCV (Volunteers’ centre of Vojvodina) the newest SCI branch is seeking volunteers to take part in one of their 8 projects this summer. They have a variety of projects including play schemes; working in a refugee centre; environmental projects; helping at a multi ethnic festival. Have a detailed look at their projects on the Project Search engine and they will be glad to meet you in Novi Sad!

12.  IVS GB needs volunteers for a project at a Buddhist Meditation Centre in June

IVS GB is seeking volunteers for a special early project at the Manjushri Kadampa Meditation Centre in Scotland from 5-19th June. Volunteers will help with repairing a woodland walk alongside a stream, paths through mature woodland and garden stone staircases. If skills are available also rebuilding a garden wall. More details from ivp@vsi.ie 

13.  Global Justice for a New Decade 1 day forum on development - 15th May 2010

Comhlamh are running a 1 day Development Forum with Mary Robinson giving a special address on Climate Change. There are lots of other speakers and discussion groups.

More info from admin@comhlamh.org  www.comhlamh.org  Tel: 01-4783490

14.
Development Perspectives Song Competition 

Development Perspectives have just launched an exciting music competition and are looking for singer/songwriters/musicians from across Ireland to enter. All you need to do is fill out an application form and return it to us with your song (either on CD, your phone or as an audio file) by post to Development Perspectives, Barlow House, Narrow West St, Drogheda or by email to bobby@developmentperspectives.ie
The entries need to focus on or address one of the following themes

1. Greed

2. Hunger (Please see Trocaires Campaign on Hunger – www.trocaire.ie)

3. We Do Care Campaign (www.wedocare.ie) 

Six songs will be shortlisted by our panel of judges and the musicians involved will be invited to play in Boyles of Slane on either the 26th of May or the 2nd of June 2010.  The winner of both heats will be selected and invited to play on LM-FM the following week.  Listeners to LM-FM will then pick the overall winner of the competition.

The winner and runner up will win a day in a recording studio as well as 50-100 copies of their song on CD. The winning songs will also appear on our website as well as Trocaire’s.  

To enter please call Bobby McCormack on 087 0536622 or Margaret Downey on 087 6948715 and ask for an application form or e-mail bobby@developmentperspectives.ie

Closing date for applications is Friday the 14th of May 2010 For further information, please visit our website www.developmentperspectives.ie
15.  NYCI seeks Youth Arts Project Officer

The Youth Arts Programme is an initiative of the National Youth Council of Ireland. The Programme is dedicated to the development and advancement of youth arts in Ireland. It aims specifically to realise the creative potential of young people through good quality arts practice within youth organisations and to develop appropriate policies and activities at local, regional and national level. The successful candidate, as part of the programme team, will contribute to the implementation of NYCI’s Strategic Plan, the Youth Arts Work-Plan and to the future development of arts policy, advocacy and good practice within youth organisations in Ireland.

This is a part-time permanent post (21 hours per week). Flexible working hours apply. More details from www.nyci.ie 
16.  Exploring Africa Training Course 27-29 May 2010 at Kimmage Development Studies                      This course aims to introduce participants to Africa's contribution towards human civilisation and the richness of its culture and resources. The course aims to take a closer look at the area of peace and conflict and its political and global connections.  It will also consider the colonial impact on the continent and examine how the image of Africa has been portrayed both in the past and to this present day. More details - Catherine Behan, Telephone: +353 (0)1 406 4307. Email Catherine.behan@kimmagedsc.ie  or dtalk@kimmagedsc.ie
