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VSI Volunteering 2011 Info Event Thurs 31 March 5.30-8.00pm Dublin

Come Along To Our Volunteering 2011 Info Event At The Central Hotel, Dublin On Thursday, 31 March Next From 5.30 -8.00pm And Find Out About A Wide Range Of International Volunteer Projects (From 2weeks To 1 Year) Which You Can Be Involved With This Year Through VSI.
We Will Introduce Our Projects In-Ireland
-Europe (East And West)
-North America
-Japan And Australia
-Africa, Asia And Latin America
-Middle East And North Africa
-Long Term Volunteer Programme
-Youth Programme
-Local Volunteer Work In Dublin
2011 Projects

VSI's Branches And Partners In Over 60 Countries Worldwide Are Finalising Their 2011 International Volunteering Projects. As From Today There Are Over 750 Short Term Projects In 30 Countries Worldwide Available And Many More Will Be Added Over The Coming Weeks. Check Out The Project Search Engine On The VSI Web Pages. 
Africa Asia Latin America Programme 2011
VSI Is Now Taking Applications For Its 2011 Development Education Volunteer Programme To Africa, Asia And Latin America. The Two Month Programme Enables People To Gain An Insight And Understanding Of Different Development Issues Facing People And Countries Of Africa, Asia And Latin America By Participating In Voluntary Work Projects, Of Practical Benefit To Local Communities. 
The Projects Are Organised By Local Voluntary Work Organisations And Involve Teams Of Local And International Volunteers Helping: 
· To Build Extra Classrooms Onto A Local School
· To Renovate A Rural Health Centre
· To Plant Trees And Other Environmental Projects
· To Make Play Facilities At A Centre For Disabled Children
Projects Take Place In The Following Countries;-
Africa: Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.
Asia: Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam

Latin America: Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru.
VSI Organise A Comprehensive Preparation And Orientation Programme For All Volunteers And Our Next Workshop Will Take Place On 9th April In Dublin. 
Vsi Workshop - 'Exploring Development Issues' Sat. 9 April Dublin
This Workshop Is Part Of The Preparation Programme For The VSI Africa / Asia / Latin America Programme. The Workshop Will Combine Several Inputs On Current Development Issues Using Speakers, Videos, Simulation Games Etc., Along With Details Of The 2011 Projects And Inputs On Health And Safety Aspects. Application Forms For The 2011 Programme Can Be Completed During The Workshop.  The Workshop Will Be Run By The VSI Development Education Group All Of Whom Have Volunteered On The Programme In Previous Years. More Details
VSI Stand At DIT Aungier St., Dublin Volunteer Fair Wed. 6th April 11-2pm
Come Along To Our VSI Stand At DIT Aungier St And Find Out About A Wide Range Of International Volunteer Projects (From 2weeks To 1 Year) Which You Can Be Involved With This Year Through VSI. More Details from Info@Vsi.Ie 
Long Term Volunteering Vacancy List March 2011
There Are A Wide Variety Of Projects In The New List Of Vacancies For Long Term Volunteering. In Asia There Are Projects In India, And Japan; In Africa In Nigeria; In Europe There Are Projects In Scotland, Russia, Turkey, Spain And Switzerland; In North America There Are Projects In Canada And The USA; More Details
EVS Projects In Azerbaijan, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine  

SCI Germany (Our German Branch) Has Applied As A Coordinating Organisation For A Multilateral EVS-Project Involving 25 Volunteers Working On A Variety Of Projects In Azerbaijan, Moldova, Russia And Ukraine. Here Is A Summary Of The Projects. They Hope To Have Approval By Mid May. Selected Volunteers Would Join In Pre-Departure Training In Germany In September And Then Travel To Their Individual Projects For 10 Months From October 2011 To July 2012. More Details From Tom Ryder At VSI. 
Glebe House Centre Needs 6 Volunteer For Summer Holidays

Glebe House Residential Centre Near Downpatrick, Co. Down Is Now Recruiting Volunteers For Its Summer 2011 Children’s Holiday Programmes, Placements Are Available Starting From Mid June Until End Of August 2011.
We Are Looking For People, Who Are Interested In Working Closely With Children And Young People On Our Summer Residential Programme. 
The Summer Programme Begins In Mid June And Runs Until 31st August, And Consists Of 10, One Week Children’s Residential Holiday Programmes. The Volunteers Will Not Be Expected To Take Part In All Of The Residentials And Will Be Allocated Time Off As Necessary. 
Volunteers Can Stay For Part Or All Of The Period.
These Posts Are Geared To The Needs Of The Glebe House Community Relations Programme And The Volunteers Will Be Fully Involved In Every Aspect Of It, Organising And Joining In Games Sessions, Going On Trips Out, Taking Part In And Running On Site Activities.  The Volunteers Will Also Share Responsibilities For, Childcare, Supervision And The Associated Routine's Of Running The Children’s Residential Holidays. More Details
Volunteer Needed For Tools For Solidarity Belfast

Tools For Solidarity Is Seeking A Full Time Volunteer To Help With The Many Tasks Of The Organisation –Running 2 Workshops In Belfast And Downpatrick And Supporting A Development Project In Tanzania. A Volunteer Allowance Will Be Paid + Accommodation + A Bicycle.  More Details From Tools For Solidarity  Applications To TFS By 3rd April Next. -Tools.Belfast@Virgin.Net
VSI TEENAGE PROGRAMME NEWS

The Teenage Programme will host an International Youth Exchange this summer in the Boghill Community Centre, Co Clare with groups from Slovenia, Italy, the UK, France and Ireland. 

VSI will host the Steps to Inclusion Training in May, which will provide new volunteers with the skills to lead youth groups on international Youth Exchanges in 2011. The training will cover all elements of working with groups in this context and will involve partner organisations from around Europe. Interested? - limited places are available for youth leaders or volunteers who will be involved in European Youth Exchanges with VSI this year. Contact Sara at teenage2@vsi.ie for an info sheet and application form. The training takes place from May 10th – 15th near Dublin.

The Living in Dependence Youth Initiative Project got off to a good start, with a challenging and productive training taking place at the end of February in Wicklow. The 12 young people, took part in workshops on communication skills, leadership skills, identity and project management, and have since then began meeting with similar projects and organisations to get inspiration for their film project, on the situation of young asylum seekers in Ireland. Anyone who is interested in assisting with the project, or has media skills or contacts can contact the project coach, Paul Coughlan, on paulmcoughlan@gmail.com. 

The Teenage Programme wants to give a big thank you to wonderful people behind the Chicken or the Egg Art and Music Party which was organised by the Breakthru Artists Collective as a fundraiser for the Teenage Programme. €1,000.00 was raised on the night, and will be used to fund a residential trip in April for young people from the Teenage Programme. Thanks also to the Irish Youth Foundation who shortlisted the programme as part of their Christmas Wish campaign. Thanks again to the Irish Youth Foundation also, for the opportunity for two members of the Teenage Programme to attend a Youth conference and training event in London in April. 
The Green Shoots Project took place from March 12th – 13th in Slane in Co Meath. 14 young people from Youthreach centres around Meath, and the Mosney Accommodation Centre, attended the two-day residential project. They took part in non-formal workshops on the topic of sustainable development, and volunteered in the National Ecology Centre, Sonáirte, as well as learned about possibilities for international volunteering projects with the Teenage Programme in 2011. 

VSI will host the European Working Group of SCI that focuses on work with Young People with Fewer Opportunities,(YUWG) from April 6th – 10th, in Glebe House, Strangford, Co Down. Many staff and volunteers from all over Europe will take part.

 

Two young people from the Teenage Programme attended the most recent meeting of the Youth Advisory Group of the NYCI’s Development Education Programme.  

The next TWG meeting will take place on April 12th at 6.30pm in the VSI office. New members are welcome but must contact Grace in the VSI office or by email on grace@vsi.ie before the meeting. 
More details of the many interesting projects and activities of the teenage programme can be found here.
LATIN AMERICA WEEK 2011 4th – 12th April Taste Of Freedom:
Growing Alternatives To The Food Crisis
Latin America Week (LAW) Is An Annual Programme Of Educational, Cultural And Campaigning Events On Issues Relating To Cultural, Social, Political, Civil And Economic Rights In Latin America Around Ireland, Focusing On Different Issues Each Year In April.  LAW Began As Central America Week In 1986 In Order To Increase The Impact Of Many Separate Campaigns And Events Being Organised By A Variety Of Groups. It Became Latin America Week After Its Tenth Anniversary In 1996. The Overall Aim Of LAW Is To Concentrate The Attention Of The Public On Latin America For One Week, So As To Highlight The Justice Issues At Stake In The Region And Thus To Facilitate Campaigning And Solidarity Actions Between Ireland And Latin America. More Details From Www.Lasc.Ie 
Latin America Film Festival 5-8 April 2011  
 The 12th Irish Latin American Film Festival, Once Again Aligned With Latin America Week 2011 Takes Place In Dublin On The 5/6/7/8th April With Selected Screenings At Other Venues. Admission To All Screenings Is Free At This Small Screening Space, And Attendees Are Requested To Be Seated On Time For Each Screening. This Bi-Lingual Film Festival Is Organised In Our Indigenous Language, Irish With English As Back-Up, And As In All Previous Festivals, Features Short Films And Documentaries.  In 2011, Three Indigenous Languages Of The Americas – Guaraní (Karoi Norte), Quechua (Ukuku) And Mapuche (La Voz Mapuche) Feature.  Films Are Infrequently Available On Central America, But This Year’s Festival Programmes An Excellent Documentary On Honduras And The Detrimental Influence Of Its Imperial Neighbour, The US.
Venue: The Irish Aid Centre, O'Connell Street, Dublin 1. More Info 
