

1.
VSI Info events Sat 13 March and Thursday, 18 March 

VSI has 2 Info Events coming up in Dublin very shortly. 
· Sat 13 March at 11.00am in the Central Hotel, Exchequer St. 
· Thursday, March 18 at 6.15pm in the ILAC Library, Henry St.                   Come along and find out about a wide range of International Volunteer projects (from 2weeks to 1 year) which you can be involved with this year through VSI. We will introduce our projects in -
· Ireland 
· Europe (east and west), North America, Japan and Australia 
· Africa, Asia and Latin America 
· Middle East and North Africa 
· Long Term Volunteer Programme
· Youth programme; 
· Local volunteer work in Dublin. 
    2. Volunteers needed for VSI Easter Projects in Ireland 
VSI is running 2 International Volunteer Projects over this coming Easter period and are looking for suitable volunteers to help out.

· Cuisle Centre, Co. Roscommon 1-8 April 4 volunteers  

The Irish Wheelchair Association is a voluntary organisation dedicated to the achievement of full social, economic and educational integration of people with physical disabilities, Cuisle is their holiday centre (www.cuisle.com).

The work involves socialising and interacting with the holiday guests and accompanying them on trips. The age and background of the guests varies, all the guests are physically disabled and some of the guests may have speech impairments and / or learning disabilities. Activities will include lots of entertainment and music, if you play a musical instrument please bring it with you. Volunteers are also asked to help in the kitchen for approximately one hour each day.

· Mosney, Co. Meath 5-10 April 8 volunteers  

Mosney is a former holiday resort, which now provides housing for almost 700 residents from 50 different countries seeking asylum in Ireland. There are approximately 100 children and young people aged 6 - 16yrs resident in Mosney, volunteers are needed to help run activities for some of these children during the Easter holidays, from the 5th to the 10th April.
Work involves organising and running activities e.g. sports, arts and crafts, drama etc. and supervising the children. Volunteers must have experience of working with children and fluent English. Skills in arts/ crafts, drama and/or sports are very welcome but not essential.

3. Exploring Development Issues 27/28 March 2010 Greystones, Co.Wicklow 

This weekend workshop 'Exploring Development Issues' (Saturday morning to Sunday after lunch) is part of the Preparation Programme for the VSI Africa / Asia / Latin America Programme (see below). The workshop will combine several inputs on current development issues using speakers, videos, simulation games etc., along with details of the 2010 projects and inputs on health and safety aspects. Application forms for the 2010 Programme can be completed over the weekend. The workshop will be run by the VSI Development Education Group all of whom have volunteered on the programme in previous years

4. VSI Africa Asia Latin America Programme 2010
VSI is now taking applications for its 2010 Development Education Volunteer Programme to Africa, Asia and Latin America. The two month programme enables people to gain an insight and understanding of different development issues facing people and countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America by participating in voluntary work projects, of practical benefit to local communities. 

The Projects are organised by local voluntary work organisations and involve teams of local and international volunteers helping: 

· to build extra classrooms onto a local school

· to renovate a rural health centre

· to plant trees and other environmental projects

· to make play facilities at a centre for disabled children

Projects take place in the following countries;-

Africa: Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Asia: Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam

Latin America: Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru.

VSI organise a comprehensive Preparation and Orientation programme for all volunteers and our next workshop will take place on March 27/28 in Greystones, Co. Wicklow. (See above)
5. 50 UP
VSI are part of a new project for volunteers who are 50 years old and above. This project, '50UP', is with a new partner organisation in the Czech Republic, 'Defence for Children International' and it is funded under the Grundtvig Programme of the European Commission's Lifelong Learning Programme.

We are now searching for 4 people, 50 years old and over, who have an interest in learning about and promoting 'senior volunteering' in Ireland and Europe, i.e. volunteering for people who are over 50. The project involves the volunteers learning about the issues in Ireland and in the Czech Republic including a visit to the Czech Republic in August, involvement in hosting the 4 Czech volunteers who will visit Ireland in July and helping to produce a guide to promote and encourage people over 50 to volunteer. If you are interested and motivated to take part in this exciting new project and are age 50 or over, please contact Helen in the VSI office: devofficer@vsi.ie 

6. Welcome to Irina and Emeline

VSI welcomes Irina Debenjak from Austria and Emeline Guillaumie from France who will be our EVS volunteers on the IVP and Teenage programmes. We wish them a happy and fruitful time during their stay with VSI.

    7. Book 2010 

VSI will shortly publish its 2010 Book of International Volunteering Projects. The book contains a summary of all the VSI Programmes and many examples of projects in different regions. It also includes lots of volunteer’s stories. You will shortly be able to download a copy from the VSI website. CAN YOU HELP to distribute copies of the Book along with posters in your college, workplace or local community? If yes contact Tom at the VSI office.  If you would like to get a paper copy of the book contact Margaret at info@vsi.ie 

    8. Long Term Volunteering Projects- EVS (European Voluntary Service)

VSI has 8 EVS Volunteers working on community projects in Belgium, Germany, Greece, Turkey, Russia and Ukraine. They are funded by the Youth in Action programme of the EU. If you are aged between 18-30 then have a look at our WebPages - http://www.vsi.ie/volunteer/longterm.html for more info. 

· Long Term Volunteering Projects (non EVS)

We publish a list of projects every 2 months which are open to any volunteers over 18. The projects are mainly in Europe and North America. More details can be found on http://www.vsi.ie/volunteer/longterm.html 

       9.   Teenage Programme Update

· Development Education Training for Youth Leaders and Teenage Programme Volunteers: A two-day residential training on development issues, took place in Greystones from 27th – 28th of February. The training was for leaders and volunteers from the Teenage Programme and was the first of two weekend training funded through Trócaire’s Mobilising for Justice year-long grant scheme. The second weekend training will take place from 13th-14th of March, also in Greystones, and will focus on activities and tools which can be used to explore development issues with young people from the Teenage Programme target group. 

· Sustainable Development Peer Education Course

VSI’s Teenage Programme will host a 4-day youth project during the Easter Holidays, where young people will explore issues such as climate justice, sustainable development and ways of promoting a more sustainable way of living. They will do this through a series of workshops, activities and a volunteering project, where they will help set up the first community garden project within the Greystones community. The project will involve 16 young people aged 16-19 years old. 

· Culture Circle

Participants of the Teenage Programme have started a new monthly group called the Culture Circle which is a place for them to explore, discuss and learn about issues that matter to them. The first meeting took place in January and focused on Haiti and the recent Earthquake. This was followed up by a planning session as the participants aim to organize a fund-raiser in the coming months to make a contribution towards the emergency fund for Haiti. They have also explored development issues in general, and learned about the Millennium Development Goals. Upcoming meetings will take place in the Irish Aid Centre every month, and will cover topics such as Israel / Palestine, ethical consumerism, and climate justice. 
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