VSI Bulletin April 2010

We are happy to send you the latest news and updates from VSI in our April bulletin. It’s been a busy Easter with two International Volunteer Projects in Co. Meath and Co. Roscommon. In addition the Teenage Group have organised a special project in Greystones helping out the local tidy towns group in a special week long project.

· VSI Book of International Volunteer Projects 2010
· Africa, Asia, Latin America Programme 2010 - Exploring Development Issues Workshop
· Long Term Volunteering Vacancy Lists
· VSI at the Women’s Mini Marathon Monday, 7 June Dublin
· VSI at Volunteer Fair in DIT Aungier St, Tuesday April 27
· SCI No More War Campaign
· Latin America Week 19-16 April ‘Recipe for Disaster –who is cooking the global 
meal?’

· Visions of Africa 2010 Photo Exhibition
· Free Gaza Boat from Ireland
· MA in Community Education, Equality and Social Activism at Maynooth 
· Table Quiz in Aid of Viatores Christi, Wed 14 April 8.00pm in Dublin         
· Special Olympics
If you need any further information regarding any of the upcoming events and projects, please feel free to get in touch.

Best regards,
VSI Team

Tel: 01 8551011

info@vsi.ie

Web: www.vsi.ie
1.      VSI Book of International Volunteer Projects 2010

VSI has published its 2010 Book of International Volunteer Projects. The book contains a summary of all the VSI Programmes and has many examples of projects in different regions. It also includes lots of volunteer’s stories. You can download a copy from the VSI website www.vsi.ie or if you would like to get a paper copy of the book contact Margaret at Info@vsi.ie 

JOIN A PROJECT THIS YEAR - If you would like to take part in a short term project this year with VSI here are several easy steps to help you: -Look at the projects on the Project Search Engine http://www.workcamps.info/icamps/  Pick Search and then you can key in dates or themes or countries to narrow your search. If you need more info just contact the office at the number above. Here are some examples of projects this year – 
· Running a summer playscheme for the children of asylum seekers in Co. Meath 
· Making nature trails in the Dolomite region of Austria

· Gardening and landscaping work at the former concentration camp in Buchenwald, Germany

· Restoring an old lighthouse in western Iceland

· Helping with a summer activity programme for people with disabilities in New York

· Building a classroom onto a rural school in Tanzania

· Replanting mangrove trees with the local community in Java, Indonesia

· Helping a local farmer’s cooperative with the olive harvest in Palestine.


CAN YOU HELP to distribute copies of the Book along with posters in your college, workplace or local community? If yes contact Tom at the VSI office.   
2.
Africa, Asia, Latin America Programme 2010

VSI is now taking applications for its 2010 Development Education Volunteer Programme to Africa, Asia and Latin America. The two month programme enables people to gain an insight and understanding of different development issues facing people and countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America by participating in voluntary work projects, of practical benefit to local communities. The Projects are organised by local voluntary work organisations and involve teams of local and international volunteers helping: 
· to build extra classrooms onto a local school

· to renovate a rural health centre

· to plant trees and other environmental projects

· to make play facilities at a centre for disabled children

VSI organise a comprehensive Preparation and Orientation programme for all volunteers and our next workshop will take place on May 16/17 in Greystones, Co. Wicklow. (See above)
2a.
Exploring Development Issues Workshop 16/17 May 2010 Greystones, Co.Wicklow 
This weekend workshop 'Exploring Development Issues' (Saturday morning to Sunday after lunch) is part of the Preparation Programme for the VSI Africa / Asia / Latin America Programme (see above). The workshop will combine several inputs on current development issues using speakers, videos, simulation games etc., along with details of the 2010 projects and inputs on health and safety aspects. Application forms for the 2010 Programme can be completed over the weekend. The workshop will be run by the VSI Development Education Group all of whom have volunteered on the programme in previous years.

3.
Long Term Volunteering Vacancy Lists

The new vacancy lists for long term volunteering are now available on http://www.vsi.ie/news/2010/03/15/new-vacancy-lists-for-long-term-volunteering/

In the meantime VSI has the following volunteers working on EVS projects in the Greater Europe – Sinead Walsh on a youth project in Perm, Russia; Una Timlin in a special school in Ukraine; Paddy O Hanlon with organics farmers in Bulgaria; Ethna Mc Dermott on an eco v centre in Turkey; Jade Cuthbert in a special school in Greece; Melina Diver in an animal sanctuary in Belgium; Louise Smyth in a youth project in Magdeburg, Germany; Chris Carey shortly heading out with work with SCI Croatia on their volunteering programmes; Leigh San Juan will work in an arts project in Slovenia from July; Richard Dunne will work in a youth centre in Latvia from July; Kevin Sheedy will work at a special school near Essen in Germany from September. More info on the EVS and Long Term Volunteering Programme can be found on http://www.vsi.ie/volunteer/longterm.html   


Volunteer stories from the EVS Programme can be found on http://www.vsi.ie/experience/  
4.
VSI at the Women’s Mini Marathon Monday, 7 June Dublin
Louise Fitzgerald, a volunteer to Zambia in 2009, is planning to run the Women’s Mini Marathon in aid of VSI and to support a local development project she was involved with in Zambia. VSI is looking for runners to raise much needed funds for our various projects. Can you help? Contact Tom at the VSI office.

You can register for the Mini Marathon on www.womensminimarathon.ie   

5.
VSI at Volunteer Fair in DIT Aungier St, Tuesday April 27

VSI will have an info stand at the DIT Volunteer Fair from 11-2.00pm. If you are able to help with the fair contact Tom at the VSI office.

6.
SCI No More War Campaign

SCI is celebrating its 90th anniversary in 2010 and a couple of actions are planned to celebrate this special year! One is a world-wide campaign, which aims to promote a serious of “No More War!” Workcamps and volunteer projects, which focus on peace 
related themes, such as anti-militarism, non-violence and other topics directly linked to the roots and history of SCI. The projects should have an intense study part, to give the volunteers space for discussions and the exchange of ideas on war and peace. Please find further information at the well-known space for peace website: 
http://www.spaceforpeace.net/anti_war_action.phtml 
The campaign will organise a special camp coordinator training event in Germany from 20-27th May next which will focus on - teaching basic coordinator skills, the training will focus on innovative methods of peace education to enrich study parts in workcamps. A part of the training will also be on developing a scenario for a video-film, including how to use a camera. A further session of the training will be on theatre of oppressed as an innovative method to promote intercultural understanding and peace* The training is aimed both at volunteers who had no previous group coordinating experience, as well as at experienced volunteers, who will later coordinate “No more war!” workcamps, or other volunteer peace projects & activities (some sessions will be common ones, some will be held in parallel)


More details from Tom Ryder at the VSI office.

7. Latin America Week 19-16 April ‘Recipe for Disaster –who is cooking the global meal?’
The annual Latin America Week is a programme of events –talks, exhibitions, films etc on issues relating to cultural, social, political, civil and economic rights in Latin America. The week aims to highlight the justice issues at stake in the region and to facilitate 
campaigning and solidarity actions between Ireland and Latin America. More info from http://www.lasc.ie  Tel: 01-6760435

8. Visions of Africa 2010 Photo Exhibition

Kerry Action for Development Education invites amateur and professional photographers to submit their positive images of rural and urban Africa for inclusion in this year's Vision of Africa exhibition. The aim of the event is to challenge perceptions of Africa and promote a more comprehensive understanding of the diverse culture that springs from this vast continent, which encompasses 53 countries while keeping in line with Dochas guidelines. The photographs will be judged by an expert panel and exhibited at Siamsa Tire and Castleisland Library. This event will be part of the nationwide Africa Day campaign, funded by Irish Aid and will be launched in Siamsa Tire, Tralee on the 21st of May. The submissions deadline is the 25th April. Submission guidelines can be found at http://www.kade.ie/africaday2010 
9.
Free Gaza Boat from Ireland

The Free Gaza movement has purchased a cargo ship in Dundalk and have renamed it MV Rachel Corrie in memory of the activist crushed to death by an Israeli bulldozer in 2003. They plan to load 500 tons of cement, medical, educational and other supplies and bring them to Gaza later this year. More info from www.freegaza.org  sahara78@hotmail.co.uk  and niamh@freegaza.org  or Caoimhe Butterly 087 647 8636. 
10.
MA in Community Education, Equality and Social Activism at Maynooth

Another world is possible: learning from each other's struggles.

For decade’s community groups, the women's movement and other social justice movements have been the driving force behind equality in Ireland, while global justice activists have highlighted the crisis of climate change and neo-liberalism. As economies falter and social partnership collapses, what do we already know about how to change the world? This course brings together experienced activists in community education and social movements with those interested and motivated about social justice to create new knowledge and develop alternatives. Do you want to join us on this learning journey?

For more information, please contact the Dept. of Adult and Community Education, NUI Maynooth, Co. Kildare, Ireland at adcomed@nuim.ie  or (+353-1) 7083937. The course website is http://ceesa-ma.blogspot.com . We're launching the course with a "Masked Activists' Ball" in Seomra Spraoi on Thursday, April 15th (details on the website); why not join us?

Table Quiz in Aid of Viatores Christi, Wed 14 April 8.00pm in Dublin         

Viatores Christi is running a Table Quiz to support their work in developing countries in Quinn’s Pub in Drumcondra. If you would like to take part contact Colette at 8689986 –colette@viatoreschristi.com 
Special Olympics Ireland needs collectors on the 23rd April. For more info please go to http://www.specialolympics.ie   

