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2011 PROJECTS
VSI's branches and partners in over 60 countries worldwide are finalising their 2011 International Volunteering Projects. As soon as they are ready they will be posted on the Project Search Engine. We plan to have most of them by the end of February. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VSI STAND AT UPCOMING VOLUNTEER AND CAREER FAIRS 
VSI will have stands at the following volunteer and career fairs and need volunteers to help out on the day – Tue, 25 Jan Limerick IT (10-1pm); Wed.16 February UCD(1-4pm) and Church of Ireland College Rathmines (10.30-2.00pm)- Fri 18th Feb Irish Aid Fair at Limerick City Hall (11-4pm). Contact Tom at VSI if you can help with any of these events.

LONG TERM VOLUNTEERING PROJECTS NEW VACANCY LIST
There are a wide variety of projects in the new list of vacancies (Jan 11) for long term volunteering. In Asia there are projects in Nepal, Sri Lanka and Japan; In Africa in Nigeria; In Europe there are projects in Russia, Finland, Moldova, Ukraine, Armenia, Spain and Switzerland; In North America there are projects in Canada and the USA. More details about long term volunteering here.
LEAD PEACE TRAINING COURSE SWEDEN 21-25 APRIL 
IAL the Swedish branch of SCI will run a training course next Easter called Lead Peace. During this training we will learn about and practice leadership from a Nonviolent Communication perspective. The training is open to active VSI and SCI members. The training will involve:

- An introduction to Nonviolent Communication

- Leadership from a Nonviolent Communication perspective

- Ideas about leadership that hinders us and ideas that can support us

- Leaders and leadership in a larger perspective

- Group dynamics and group development from a leader's perspective.

- Lots of practical exercises! 

The training will be held by Cecilia Carlsson, who has taken several courses on the subject. More details from Tom Ryder at VSI.

LONG-TERM VOLUNTEER POST IN INTERNATIONAL OFFICE OF SCI
The office of the International Secretariat of SCI, based in Antwerp, Belgium, is currently inviting applicants for a long-term volunteer post, due to commence in March 2011. The role will involve working full-time in the international office of SCI, organizing international meetings and trainings, managing communications with members, assisting the coordinator of SCI with general office and administrative tasks, assisting with funding applications and so on. Accommodation, insurance and pocket money are provided. Full details are available at http://www.sciint.org/vacancies.phtml. 

TEENAGE PROGRAMME UPDATES

Green Shoots in Meath

The Teenage Programme has received a small grant from Meath Co Co through the Agenda 21 programme, which facilitates sustainable development at community level. The Green Shoots project, will involve a residential volunteering and non-formal learning trip with young people from the Mosney Accommodation Centre and a local Youthreach centre. Existing participants of the Teenage Programme, who recently took part in a 10-day sustainable living project on Inis Mór on the Aran Islands, will facilitate activities and games on the topic of Sustainable Development for their peers from Meath, and the group will also volunteer in Sonáirte, the National Ecology Centre. The aim of the project is to promote an understanding of Sustainable Development among young people with fewer opportunities, while also introducing new participants to VSI and allowing for greater integration between young asylum seekers living in Meath and their peers from nearby communities. 

Young Asylum Seekers’ Stories on Film
A group of young people from the Teenage Programme have been successful in a grant application to Léargas, the European Commission office in Ireland, for a Youth Initiative project. The project, the first of its kind for VSI, allows young people to design and write their own project which addresses an issue they feel is important in their community. The Teenage Programme group, are planning to make a film about the experience of young asylum seekers in Ireland, which they will show to the public when it is complete. Many of the young people involved in this project are young asylum seekers themselves, and along with their Irish peers from the Teenage Programme, they will take part in a number of trainings and then go on to manage their own project. The trainings will include leadership and teambuilding skills, and media and film-making skills, taking place in February and April. The youth working group will meet on a monthly basis, and with the help of a coach, they hope to have a finished product by November. The project is entitled “Living in Dependence: Experiences of young people in the Irish asylum process”. Watch this space for more on this exciting initiative. This project is funded through the Youth in Action Programme (www.leargas.ie). 

The Teenage Programme Working Group 

The TWG is meeting next Wednesday the 9th @ 6.30pm in the VSI offices. The Teeenage Programme Working Group supports the Teenage Programme Coordinator in developing the programme and planning activities for the year ahead. If you are interested in getting involved please contact Grace – 01 8551011 or email grace@vsi.ie. We are always happy to have people on board who have an interest in youth work and skills in the following area; marketing, fundraising, media / PR, youth work, and so on. We meet on average once every 6 weeks. 

European Voluntary Service: Farewells and New Arrival for the Teenage Programme

The staff and volunteers are very sad to see the end of Irina Debenjak’s placement on the Teenage Programme through the EVS programme. Irina has worked directly with the Teenage Programme Coordinator for the past 11 months, and completes her placement in February. Irina has made an exceptional contribution to the programme and volunteers, staff and young people alike will sorely miss her sense of humour and enthusiasm for the work of the programme. We wish Irina all the best in her future endeavours and give her a big THANK YOU for all her hard work over the past year.

With Irina’s departure, we have the chance to warmly welcome Sara Conrotto, our new EVS volunteer from Italy. Sara will join the Teenage Programme in early February for a year-long placement. Sara has been volunteering for many years in a local intercultural centre for migrants in her home city of Turin, and has also spent 6 months on Erasmus in Glasgow, so we are sure she will settle into Dublin nicely. We look forward to welcoming her to VSI. 
LASC Presents Thursday Night Talk 
"Argentina's Response to the Debt Crisis and the IMF" and a screening of "The Take" ("La Toma") will take place on Thursday 27th January 7.30pm at the Irish Aid Volunteering and Information Centre 27-31 Upper O’Connell Street, Dublin 1. "In suburban Buenos Aires, thirty unemployed auto-parts workers walk into their idle factory, roll out sleeping mats and refuse to leave. All they want is to re-start the silent machines. But this simple act - the take - has the power to turn the globalization debate on its head." It will be followed by a discussion entitled "lessons from Argentina's crisis for us in Ireland" Led by Jose Antonio Gutierrez, LASC. 

Public Meeting: A Justice Response to the EU-IMF Loans

The Bloom Movement invites you to a public meeting on Wed 26th January 2011, 7pm Central Hotel, Exchequer Street, Dublin 2

Chair: Nessa Ní Chasaide, Debt and Development Coalition Ireland.

Speakers: 
Michael Taft (UNITE): The Irish crisis and the EU-IMF intervention; Jose Antonio Gutierrez (Latin America Solidarity Centre): Lessons from Latin America; Andy Storey (Afri): Lessons from the wider world and proposals for Ireland; Siobhan O'Donoghue (Community Platform): Community alternative. 


Organised by the Bloom Movement for Global Justice*. All welcome. Further information available by contacting Nessa Ni Chasaide, Debt and Development Coalition Ireland, T: 01 6174835
The Stoneybatter Youth Initiative Exhibition Opening 

Wednesday the 26th of January 6pm to 8pm
Venue: The Complex Gallery Space, Bloc C, Units 18-21, Smithfield Square, Dublin 7
Exhibition Opening Times:

· Wednesday 26th January 6pm to 8pm 

· Thursday 27th January 10am to 3pm 

· Friday 28th January 10am to 3pm 

· Saturday 29th January 12noon to 5pm 

· Sunday 30th January 12noon to 5pm 

Presenting the artwork of local young people from the Stoneybatter Youth Service on their thoughts and ideas about sustainability, the local urban environment and community.
The exhibition includes lino prints, screen prints, photographs and poster art, and there will be refreshments and an interactive lino printing station on the opening night. This is a youth-led visual arts project organised with the Stoneybatter Youth Service and Space 54 Workshop Arts Centre. The participants critically analyzed and explored their local urban environment and the theme of sustainable development using photography and printmaking as ways to show the environment through their eyes. This exploration of their local environment  
links to the theme of community and active participation to create positive and sustainable development. This project is funded by the Youth in Action programme through Leargas - www.leargas.ie             
