Development Education in the Teenage Programme
The Teenage Programme aims to promote the values of our international organisation, Service Civil International, through all the activities we organise with young people. These include volunteering, non-violence, human rights, solidarity, respect for the environment, Inclusion, empowerment and co-operation. Non-formal methodologies allow us to do this in away that is inclusive to young people regardless of literacy, language or interpersonal skills, and these approaches further develop the interpersonal skills and confidence of the young people involved in the programme. 

We strongly feel that young people who have personal experiences of social exclusion have a unique perspective on local and global justice issues and can make a valuable contribution to these issues within their own communities. For this reason Development Education has become an integral part of our activities in recent years, and we are actively building our capacity in this area. 

We have developed our Development Education content through the following activities in 2010;
· We organised two residential Development Education training weekends for all our youth leaders and volunteers;

· Three young people from the Teenage Programme have joined the Youth Advisory Committee for the Development Education Programme of the National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) and contributed to the development of the One World Resources for One World Week 2010;

· We ran a series of workshops through our “Culture Circle” programme, which was an open, inclusive space where young people could explore issues in global justice that they felt were important. These took place in the Irish Aid Volunteer Centre on the first Wednesday of every month and explored such diverse topics as the earthquake in Haiti, the conflict in Israel / Palestine, development and the Millennium Development Goals, as well as organising a fundraiser for Haiti, for the Trócaire Emergency Response Fund;

· Each year we organise a 5-day peer education programme over the Easter Holidays, in which 12-16 young people take part in workshops on Sustainable Development, as well as a practical project connected to the theme. The workshops explore topics connected to sustainable living – learning about influences in our lives, active citizenship, respect for the environment, communication, intercultural understanding and conflict resolution skills. The young people use these skills by facilitating workshops for within their peer group throughout the year;

· Through our programme of Youth Exchanges, our volunteer Youth leaders and facilitators deliver workshops on global development issues to groups from Ireland and the rest of Europe. These residential projects take place over a period of 10-14 days in the summer, and include 16-20 young people taking part in practical projects as well as non-formal learning workshops connected to the core values of SCI;

· The Teenage Programme Coordinator is part of the editorial committee of INDEX, the newsletter for Development Education in Ireland, published by Comhlamh, and represents development education in the Youthwork Sector. 

