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HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL NEW YEAR

On behalf of the VSI team (staff, volunteers, activists) we wish you a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. The VSI office will close on Thursday, 23rd December and reopen on Tuesday 4th January 2011.

· Messages of Peace Book  

· Volunteers needed for VSI stands at Volunteer Fairs in January and February
· Summer Camp Coordinator needed for children's Summer Camp at Mosney Accommodation Centre Summer 2011
· LEAD PEACE! Training Course 21-25 April Sweden
Messages of Peace Book  

The Messages of Peace Book was launched by Senator David Norris and Jon Mc Court at the recent VSI Annual Volunteer Day. The book came out of our work with young people over the past few years and especially an international youth exchange ' Understanding Conflict' which took place in Donegal in 2009. We hope it will be a useful tool in peace education and to those who are working with young people.

Volunteers needed for VSI stands at Volunteer Fairs in January and February

VSI will have stands at the following volunteer and career fairs and need volunteers to help out on the day – Tue, 25 Jan Limerick IT (10-1pm); Wed.16 February UCD(1-4pm) and Church of Ireland College Rathmines(10.30-2.00pm)- Fri 18th Feb Irish Aid Fair at Limerick City Hall (11-4pm). Contact Tom at VSI if you can help with any of these events.

VSI Annual Report 2010

You can read the latest VSI Annual Report on the VSI website.

Long Term Volunteering Projects
The latest vacancy lists for long term volunteering (both EVS and non EVS) are now available.

Photo Competition 2010

Four VSI volunteers –Almut Schlepper, Anna Landy, Fionnuala Ni Uiginn, Elena Hermosa won prizes in the recent VSI Photo Competition - 

 

Summer Camp Coordinator needed for children's Summer Camp at Mosney Accommodation Centre Summer 2011
Voluntary Service International and Mosney Accommodation Centre for Asylum Seekers are looking for a volunteer Coordinator for our Children's Summer Camp, taking place in Mosney, Co. Meath during July and August 2011. Mosney is a former holiday resort, which now provides housing for almost 700 residents from 50 different countries seeking asylum in Ireland. There are approximately 60 children aged 6 - 12 yrs resident in Mosney, VSI and the Mosney Centre together run a Summer Camp for some of these children. A group of 16 international volunteers will work with the children on activities including sports, arts and drama and going on day trips. Work: During the Summer Camp the Coordinator will oversee and supervise the work with the children, ensure child safety and wellbeing and will ensure that the volunteers are prepared and able to manage the children effectively, the Coordinator will facilitate team-building with the volunteer group and liaise between the volunteers and Mosney staff.

From March to July 2011 the Coordinator will work with the VSI – Mosney Summer Camp Working Group to plan the Summer Camp, help with recruitment of volunteers, prepare equipment etc. This will involve attending meetings in Dublin city centre and in Mosney and some associated work in the VSI and Mosney offices, this will amount to a few hours per month until June when the work will increase for the preparation of the Summer Camp. The volunteer will be supported by VSI and Mosney staff and the Working Group. The volunteer must be resident in Ireland in order to participate in this work. More details 

LEAD PEACE! Training Course 21-25 April Sweden

IAL the Swedish branch of SCI will run a training course next Easter called Lead Peace. During this training we will learn about and practice leadership from a Nonviolent Communication perspective. The training is open to active VSI and SCI members. The training will involve:

- An introduction to Nonviolent Communication

- Leadership from a Nonviolent Communication perspective

- Ideas about leadership that hinders us and ideas that can support us

- Leaders and leadership in a larger perspective

- Group dynamics and group development from a leader's perspective.

- Lots of practical exercises! 

The training will be held by Cecilia Carlsson, who has taken several courses on the subject. More details from Tom Ryder at VSI.[image: image2.png]









