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Iceland calling – update from a volunteer in the middle of Iceland

Hello Everybody,
Here I am again writing to you on a very slow computer from the middle of Iceland, in Kerlingarfjoll on the Kjolur Road , a gravel road on the south - north route. (You can Google it) between two glaciers Hofskjokull and Langjokull. So now you have got my bearings I’ll tell you a bit about the camp and the work.  Our boss is about as communicative as the glaciers looking down on us. Polite words like ´´please´' or 'could you ' seem to be even rarer to Icelanders than for Germans. Our work here is very diverse, anything that is necessary, like painting, cleaning, trail maintenance. I was terrified of falling off having a corrugated roof shed and refuse to do the second coat. Clearing up rubbish in the surrounding is easy as there is remarkable little. Only in the old days the farmers use to dump everything in a whole like in Ireland. My favourite job is restoring the trails and marking new ones. When you have been going over the mountains for years there is something exciting about designing a path that is safe to use and stops people falling into a precipice, it gives you the sort of Catcher in the Rye feeling. Read the rest of Almut Schleppers report here - http://www.vsi.ie/experience/ivp/letter-from-iceland/ 

Long Term Volunteering Projects July 2010

You can see the latest vacancy list of long term volunteering projects within the SCI network on the VSI website at http://www.vsi.ie/download/pdf/ltv_vacancy_list_july_10.pdf  The list includes projects in Australia, Japan, Catalonia, Sri Lanka and the USA. 

50 UP –Senior Volunteering Pilot Project

VSI are part of a new project for volunteers who are 50 years+. This project, '50UP', is with a new partner organisation in the Czech Republic, 'Defence for Children International' and it is funded under the Grundtvig Programme of the European Commission's Lifelong Learning Programme.

Next weekend 4 volunteers from the Czech Republic will arrive in Ireland and spend the next 21 days joining in volunteering projects, meeting a wide range of community and voluntary groups as well as enjoying many aspects of Irish cultural and social life. In August 4 VSI members will then travel to Prague and undergo a similar programme there with a wide range of Czech social and community organisations.

We, in VSI, hope that this will lead to more opportunities for senior volunteers to join in our activities both at home and abroad. In addition we envisage setting up special projects in the next few years to encourage senior volunteering. More details from Helen in VSI.

Fundraisers needed

VSI is setting up a fundraising group to raise much needed funds to support the various activities and programmes which are involved in. There are 2 ways you can help 

· If you could help with an individual activity e.g. running a table quiz; organising a sponsored cycle or walk etc 

· If you could help with planning 2-3 major events over the next year to raise funds for VSI 

Interested – contact Tom at the VSI office – deved@vsi.ie 

Summer Volunteer Placements 

The summer season is in full swing and 30 young people took part in their pre-departure training weekend from June 18th – 20th, and are confirmed for Short-term European Voluntary Service (EVS) placements, Youth Exchanges and Sheltered Placements over the summer months. ST EVS and the Sheltered Placement Programme (SPP) allow young people who have experience of group volunteering on Youth Exchanges, to take a more step towards more independent volunteering while still receiving some financial and personal support through the provision of pocket money and funding for flights and accommodation, and an individual mentor who supports them through the process. We will have volunteers on placements around Ireland, as well as in France and Finland. There will as always also be a number of group volunteering projects on Youth Exchanges in Wicklow, Inis Mór, Barcelona, Tenerife and Gent, Belgium. In total the Teenage Programme will place in the region of 40 young people from a variety of backgrounds on these projects through the summer months. 

Images of Peace Youth Exchange, Greystones

25 young people from the Teenage Programme and from Spain, Italy and Scotland will take part in a 10-day residential Youth Exchange in Greystones from July 16th – 26th. The project, titled Images of Peace, will explore the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child as well as giving the young people the opportunity to volunteer in the local community. The group will also celebrate the Street Feast event on July 18th in the Greystones Community Garden, and members are invited along to join in. Bring a dish and taste some of the food on offer. For more on this event visit www.streetfeast.ie . The group will also prepare a public art mural on the rights of the child, and will display this in the community. Details to follow. Anyone interested in supporting this project in any way please contact Grace in the VSI office (grace@vsi.ie or call 01 855 1011). 

Fundraising Activities

Following June’s Circle Meeting on June 2nd, which included inputs from Trócaire and ADT Fourth World on their work in Haiti, and activism in the community in general, participants from the Teenage Programme organised a street collection in Dublin’s City Centre and raised approximately €140 for the Haiti Emergency Fund.  

A number of participants took part in the Women’s Mini Marathon on June 7th to raise money for the Teenage Programme. They raised approximately €150 and had a great day despite the rain. Some of the male participants even dressed in drag for the event!

Development Education in the Teenage Programme

Two of the Teenage Programme participants have joined the NYCI Youth Advisory Group on Development Education. Jay Deegan and Iftina Mohammed, have all been involved in the programme for sometime and have taken part in many of the development education activities we have run. They will attend a 2-day residential with the NYCI in Co Down in July, as well as meetings throughout the year and be responsible for giving feedback on the NYCI’s development education resources. 

European Year against Poverty and Social Exclusion

Kate Fox, one of the Teenage Participants, will represent VSI at a Youth Conference in Paris in July, which will be attended by over 400 young people from around Europe.

This conference is being organised by ATD Fourth World, on the European Year against Poverty and Social Exclusion, and Kate will carry the stories of her peers on the programme to the conference. Kate is 18 years old and comes from Finglas, and has been a member of the Teenage Programme for 2 years. 

SCI Newsletter July 2010 

This months E zine newsletter from SCI International contains many articles of interest including an update on the Tent of Nations Project in Palestine; a welcome to the new Irish Long Term Volunteer at the International Secretariat Roisin Traynor; a report of the Mosney Easter project run by VSI; 90 years of SCI Update and lots more. You can view the E zine at http://www.vsi.ie/download/pdf/e_zine_july_10.pdf or subscribe to it on the main page of SCI’s website - http://www.sciint.org/ 

Latest news from the SCI GAIA Group

Here comes the 4th issue of GaiaZine http://www.sciint.org/27.470.0.0.1.0.phtml which brings you some more information about SCI world of sustainability, but also some other information from the rest of the globe. In this summer edition you can read about: 

· Earth Day in Hungary 
· Placement Officer Training and their work on sustainable living 
· Suslik phenomenon – SUstainable LIving Culture 
· Business vs environmental justice in Kosovo 
· BioDiv Watch – news related to the International Year of Biodiversity 
· The Story of Bottled Water, Transforming Cultures and Climate Change Summit in Bolivia
Emergency Floods Project in Hungary 19-26 July Volunteers Needed

SCI Hungary with other NGO’s are organising a special project helping with the after effects of the recent disastrous floods in many areas of Hungary. The work will include assisting with the drying out of houses; distributing food and materials; cleaning of old people’s houses; etc. More details from the VSI office.

Act Now on 2015 Aid Campaign

Many NGO’s including VSI have embarked on a campaign to ensure that Ireland keeps its promise and invests 0.7% of national income in overseas aid.

Support the campaign by writing to your local TD - http://bit.ly/4mpz7l   Ask Tom at VSI for a sample letter to send to you TD. More info on the campaign can be found at 

www.actnow2015.ie and facebook.com/actnow2015.ie
Do you Haiku? 

Dóchas and the Irish Haiku Society have teamed up to launch the IHS International Haiku Competition 2010.  The winning haiku poems in the competition will be those that express best what it means to live in Ireland at the beginning of the 21st century, and how Ireland can play a role in shaping our global future, as part of a world-wide society of nations and peoples.  Competition details are available at http://irishhaiku.webs.com/haikucompetition.htm.  Closing date: 31 October.
Do the right thing – a search for the ultimate volunteers
This new and exciting series is searching for two new Volunteers to send overseas for a year. They will end up working on the frontline of global development where they can really make a difference in the world.  The two winners of DO THE RIGHT THING will travel to some of the most underdeveloped areas in the world where they will work on aid projects like building schools in Africa, protecting endangered turtles in Costa Rica and working with orphaned street children in Calcutta.  For further information and application form please visit http://www.rte.ie/tv/dotherightthing/index.html or contact T: 01 864 1444, E: dotherightthing@vipmg.tv.

Cultivate Centre looking for volunteers

The Cultivate Centre in central Dublin is looking for full time volunteers to help with a wide variety of activities at the centre (see www.cultivate.ie ). If you have a passion and knowledge of Environmental/Climate Change Issues; Experience in a retail environment; Skills in dealing with the public; Fluency in English Language then contact Mark Colbert mark@cultivate.ie for more details.

Activist Fleadh: A Summer School for Radicals!  Kilbarrack Community Development Project, 14-15 August 2010.  

In recent months there has been much discussion about alternatives to the course being taken to address the current economic crisis. This is in response to a drip-fed narrative which will brook no dissent and encourages the population to accept the 'reality' of the situation 'we all' face. This is an ironically 'inclusive' narrative which suggests that it is possible to manage the crisis if we work together. What has been realised by many is that the current government is prepared to put Irish society itself into crisis to remedy an economic one of its own making. Come join fellow activists, educators and ‘ordinary’ citizens to debate, learn and support one another in the formulation of alternatives to the current social, economic and political order in Ireland and globally. Contact Cathleen@kilbarrackcdp.com for more details

Glencree Summer School: … for a new generation  

The Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation’s annual Summer School will take place from the 27th to 29th August and focuses on the role of youth in providing political leadership in sustaining and advancing peace and reconciliation both on the island of Ireland and around the world; it is entitled ‘Leadership for a new generation – power, politics and participation’. In an Irish context at least this younger generation have lived most of their lives in a post violence environment. This throws up a number of interesting considerations: Do the next generation have the same prejudices and baggage carried by their parents who were essentially on a war footing in Northern Ireland? Will they have a broader perspective than the current political leadership who for the most part have existed in an environment of instability and mistrust? And does their lack of experience of conflict increase or decrease the likelihood of a resumption of old hostilities?

The format of the weekend will include panel discussions as well as an Open Space forum. Among the panel discussions for the weekend, subjects include: What kind of leadership do we need? What is the role of young people in creating change, and how do we move from a legacy of violence? The cost of attending the weekend which includes all meals and accommodation is €100. For more information or to book a place contact Emmet MacSwiney on 00353 1 282 9711 or email emmetmacswiney@glencree.ie        
International Aid and Development Course at Ballsbridge VEC College

In September next the Ballsbridge College of Further Education in Dublin will again run its International Aid and Development course (Fetac level 5 in Business). The course aims to provide students with the knowledge and skills to work in the global development and voluntary sectors or to use the award to progress to higher education. More info from info@ballsbridge.cdvec.ie   www.ballsbridge.cdvec.ie   

