
1. Peace One Day – VSI Film screening 21 September- 6.30pm Dublin 

        Voluntary Service International will be screening ‘The Day after Peace’ on Monday, 21st September next (UN International Day of Peace) in the Irish Aid

        Volunteering Centre in Dublin. 

     The Day After Peace is a film made by Jeremy Gilley. It charts a 10-year journey to establish an annual Peace Day on the 21st of September.  In this 

        documentary Jeremy Gilley travels around the world raising awareness of the official day of ceasefire and non violence.  Even after this ‘Peace Day’ is

        adopted by the UN, the struggle is not over. The ceasefire is rarely adhered to, resulting in an outcry of cynicism. ‘The Day after Peace’ is a moving

        testament to the power of an individual and the perseverance of the human spirit’. (More details on the film from "www.peaceoneday.org") 
      There are 40 places available for the screening. Interested – contact VSI office Tel: 01-8551011. www.vsi.ie / info@vsi.ie
        (See also 12 below)

2. VSI Quiz Night, Thursday 1st October @ 8.00pm, Teachers Club, Dublin
What colour is the blood of an octopus? Which bird is a Pica Pica? In which county is Limerick Junction?  If you know the answers to these questions you could be in the running to winning the top prizes at the VSI Table Quiz. The Courts Service Social Club is organising a Table Quiz to raise much needed funds for VSI. There will be great prizes, spot prizes, prizes for the team who finish at the bottom and lots more. Tables cost €40 (€10 per person). So get your friends and colleagues to come along and enjoy a good night out. You can book a table at info@vsi.ie
3.    Evaluation Workshops Sat. 3rd October
VSI will hold its Evaluation Workshops for the various volunteering programmes on Sat. October 3rd at the Irish Aid Centre in Dublin (you will receive an individual invitation to the workshop in the next week). The Evaluation Workshop is an essential part of the volunteering experience -

· It helps VSI and SCI to improve the programme in future years.  

· It gives us a chance to meet you again and hear all the wonderful     and amazing things you experienced while you were away. 
· It gives you a chance to reflect on what the experience means for you and how to put the experience to good use.

We look forward to meeting you on the 3rd October 

4.   
Teenage Programme Update
Thirty young people are taking part in a special International Youth Exchange in Co. Donegal for 10 days in late August. They are from Catalonia, Belgium, France and Ireland. The project is on the theme of Understanding Conflict, following on from last year’s project on Peace and Conflict. They will join in a series of workshops in peace education through non-formal learning along with a practical volunteering project. An Téach Bán is working in the area of peace and reconciliation. We will have some input from a youth group from Derry, as well as some individuals who have worked directly in reconciliation work s well as having experienced the Troubles first-hand. 

Another team of young people from Ireland is currently involved in a similar youth exchange in Catalonia. So far this year Irish groups have joined in projects in Belgium, Italy and Spain. 

All the young people who have joined in the exchanges with VSI will take part in a special Evaluation Workshop in Greystones on the 18-20 September next.

5. Volunteers Needed for VSI Stands at Volunteering Fairs
VSI have been invited to have a stand at the following Volunteer Fairs 

NUI Galway – Thursday 24 September 1-5pm

Irish Aid Volunteering fair –Sat 26 September 10-5pm

UL Limerick – Thursday 15 October 12-4pm

DCU Dublin – Wed 4 November 12-4pm

If you can help out at any of the fairs above then contact Tom at the VSI office deved@vsi.ie 

6. International Volunteer Projects 
There are some late summer and autumn projects taking place, so if you're looking for a last minute getaway or haven't done enough volunteering this year already you could renovate a walking route in Russia, help run a contemporary art festival in Catalonia, work at a centre for homeless people in Rome, work at an anti-racism project in Germany… Just a few examples of what's available, go to the search engine for more: http://www.campidivolontariato.org/ops/index.php 

 
7. Portraying the Developing World Seminar (Sep 10) Dublin
This seminar, organised by the Africa Centre and Dóchas, aims to show how aid agencies and western media portray the developing world. It will look at how the images and messages of the South affect the public, in particular people from developing countries now living in Ireland. More details - rebecca@africacentre.ie
8. Rothar is looking for bike donations!
Rothar is social enterprises that aims at reducing waste by recycling bicycles and promote social inclusion.
Rothar is victim of its own success and is looking for more bike donations. If you are an individual with a non used bike in a shed, a company with abandoned bikes on their premises or simply a waste hater with some bits and pieces to donate, please contact us at info@rothar.ie or 086 8956157.

9. NGOs striving to get Ireland’s ODA spending back on track 
Dóchas member NGOs and their supporters, along with a range of other groups and individuals, are continuing to protest at the grossly unfair cuts the Government has made to overseas aid, cuts which have totalled €195 million in 2009 – or almost a quarter of the anticipated aid spend for the year. 

These cuts are having a direct and negative, sometimes life-threatening effect on the world’s poorest people at a time when they are already being hit hard by high food and energy prices, climate change, declining remittances and other shocks. 

Many Irish NGOs’ programmes and projects are being scaled back or cancelled altogether, with clear negative impacts evident already on vital development work in areas like health, nutrition, gender-based violence, girls schooling, HIV response, housing, rural development and emergency response.  
Irish NGOs are strongly urging the Government to stick to its international commitment, as well as its own Programme for Government policy, of spending at least 0.7% of national income on overseas aid by 2012, along with an interim target of 0.6% by 2010. 

In doing so, NGOs completely reject the suggestion by the economic consultants in ‘An Bord Snip Nua’ to postpone delivery of the Government’s aid pledge to 2015. To do so would cause untold suffering to the world’s poor in the midst of a series of crises not of their making, as well as seriously undermining Ireland’s contribution to the world achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. 
     Irish NGOs welcome support in defending the development programme from anyone who feels strongly that the world’s poor should not pay for problems they did not cause. Now is the time to get Ireland back on track on its aid targets – not turn its back on the world’s poor.  For further information, contact us at VSI or Dóchas, the umbrella group of Irish development NGOs, through policy@dochas.ie  Look out soon for more information on the website www.wedocare.ie which is now being developed. 

On 9 September, our we don’t Care Less campaign will go to a new level.  On that day, our new website www.weDOcare.ie will be launched, and we will also start our e-campaign. And most of all, we will need 250 volunteers to help us with a photo stunt. (I would think that it must be easy to find 250 people who care about the aid programme – particularly if it means getting to wear our funky t-shirts!) Interested – Contact info@dochas.ie 

10.
Latin America Development Issues Course
Lasc are running a 20 week (Fetac) course on Latin America Development Issues starting on Sept. 22nd at the Ballsbridge College of Further Education. More details from education@lasc.ie Tel: 01-6760435 www.lasc.ie 

11. Are you interested in volunteering with a community drugs project in Dublin?  

Chrysalis was set up in 1998 by a group of local residents and workers to address, and respond to drug issues within the Greater Stoneybatter area, Dublin 7.  Currently Chrysalis offers a broad range of services to people, living or working in the community, affected by drug use. Due to a recent location move, Chrysalis are now in a position to expand their evening counselling service which is in place on a Monday and Thursday where counsellors see clients between 5.30pm and 8pm. To enhance this service we require someone to be on the reception desk on each of those 2 evenings from 5.30 - 8.00pm and also Tuesday evenings from 5.00 - 7.30pm. This is an excellent opportunity to get involved in a community drugs project in Dublin and to learn about the work of the organisation. If you are interested please contact: 

Karen Murphy -Community Drug Worker/Outreach Worker

Chrysalis Community Project

33 Manor St.  Dublin 7

Tel: +353 1 8823362 Mob: +353 86 2198853 Fax: +353 1 8683351 www.chrysalisdrugproject.org  

12. Why Violence Week 

Why Violence Week runs from 21 September to 2nd October. Why Violence seeks to bring together the diverses energies and talents of those working across the spectrum of violence reduction, from bullying and intimidation to assault and murder. By providing a unifying brand which can be used by all of these groups Why Violence aims to establish a greater influence than the sum of its allies by using Why Violence Week as a focal point. We encourage groups and organisations to arrange events during this week –grouping a lot of events will help to make a wider impact. More details from www.whyviolence.com
 

