Africa Day 2011 Programme of Events

The day-by-day programme of events for Africa Day 2011 is as follows:

Friday, 20th May

· 5pm: ‘In Conversation – Romauld Hazoumè meets Yacouba Konate’ – African curator and writer Yacouba Konate hosts a public conversation with renowned West African artist Romauld Hazoumè in conjunction with a solo exhibition of Hazoumè’s work.  IMMA, Dublin 8.  Free. www.imma.ie.  
· 6.30pm: Galway African Film Festival: ‘Pumzi’, a 20-minute sci-fi film about a futuristic Africa.  Nun’s Island Theatre, Galway.  Free.  http://galwayafricanfilmfestival.wordpress.com/.  
· 7pm: Galway African Film Festival: ‘Benda Bilili!’.  Uplifting documentary about Congolese street musicians.  Nun’s Island Theatre, Galway.  €5.  http://galwayafricanfilmfestival.wordpress.com/.  
· 9pm: Galway African Film Festival: ‘Satin Rouge’, a Tunisian film centred around the culture of belly-dancing.  Followed by Q&A with director Raja Amari.  Nun’s Island Theatre, Galway.  €5.  http://galwayafricanfilmfestival.wordpress.com/.  
Saturday, 21st May

· 10am – 6pm: Five-a-side soccer tournament and family day organised by the Africa Centre.  Old Belvedere Football and Rugby Club, 28A Anglesea Road, Donnybrook, Dublin 4.  Free.  www.africacentre.ie.  

· 11-11.45am: Wassa Wassa Family Drum Workshop.  Suitable for children aged 4 upwards.  The Button Factory, Temple Bar, Dublin 2.  Adults: €5, Children: €4.  www.wassawassaworkshops.ie.  

· 12noon-4pm: Family day in the African Plains with music, dance, drumming and storytelling workshops.  Dublin Zoo.  Adults: €15, Children (over 3): €10.50.  Half-price children tickets for online bookings.  www.dublinzoo.ie.  

· 12.15-1.45pm: Wassa Wassa Drum Workshop facilitated by world-famous Guinean djembé master Nansady Keita.  Suitable for beginners to intermediate level drummers.  The Button Factory, Temple Bar, Dublin 2.  €15.   www.wassawassaworkshops.ie.  

· 3-7pm: Wassa Wassa Drum Workshop facilitated by world-famous Guinean djembé master Nansady Keita.  Suitable for intermediate to advanced level drummers.  The Button Factory, Temple Bar, Dublin 2.  €30.   www.wassawassaworkshops.ie.  

· 4.30pm: Galway African Film Festival: ‘Welcome Nelson’.  Montage of original footage from the day the world’s most famous prisoner walked free.  Nun’s Island Theatre, Galway.  Free.  http://galwayafricanfilmfestival.wordpress.com/.  
· 5pm: Galway African Film Festival: ‘Voices from Robben Island’.  Definitive documentary on possibly the most infamous island in 20th Century world history.  Nun’s Island Theatre, Galway.  Free.  http://galwayafricanfilmfestival.wordpress.com/.  
· 6.30pm: Galway African Film Festival: ‘Microphone’.  Film centred around Egypt’s underground arts scene.  Nun’s Island Theatre, Galway.  €5.  http://galwayafricanfilmfestival.wordpress.com/.  
· 9pm: Galway African Film Festival: ‘WWW What a Wonderful World’.  Moroccan film following complex love life of contract killer Kamel.  Nun’s Island Theatre, Galway.  €5.  http://galwayafricanfilmfestival.wordpress.com/.  
Sunday, 22nd May

· 2.30pm: Galway African Film Festival: ‘Mirror Boy’.  An enthralling journey through Gambia, seen through the eyes of London-born 12 year old Tijan (Edward Kagutuzi).  Nun’s Island Theatre, Galway.  Free.  http://galwayafricanfilmfestival.wordpress.com/.  
· 5pm: Galway African Film Festival: ‘Manuscripts of Timbuktu’.  Docu-drama journeying into the hidden manuscripts of Timbuktu through the life of one of Africa’s greatest scholars, Ahmed Baba (Eriq Ebouaney).  Nun’s Island Theatre, Galway.  Free.  http://galwayafricanfilmfestival.wordpress.com/.  
· 6.30pm: Galway African Film Festival: ‘Atletu (The Athlete)’.  Life story of legendary Ethiopian marathon-runner Abebe Bikila.  Nun’s Island Theatre, Galway.  €5.  http://galwayafricanfilmfestival.wordpress.com/.  
· 7pm: ‘Pathways to Africa’ – world music concert featuring Guinean djembé master Nansady Keita; Wassa Wassa Rhythm and Dance Collective; Congolese musician Niwel Tsumbu; Dub Investigation.  The Button Factory, Temple Bar, Dublin 2.  €7.  www.ticketmaster.ie / www.tickets.ie.  
· 8.15pm: Galway African Film Festival: ‘White Wedding’.  South African comedy.  Nun’s Island Theatre, Galway.  €5.  http://galwayafricanfilmfestival.wordpress.com/.  
Monday, 23rd May

· 3pm: African-themed storytelling.  Cabra Library, Dublin 7.  Free.  www.dublincity.ie.

· 5.30-7pm: Swahili henna design workshop. Irish Aid Volunteering and Information Centre, O’Connell Street, Dublin.  Free.  www.irishaid.gov.ie. 
· 7.30-9pm: Bellydancing workshop. Irish Aid Volunteering and Information Centre, O’Connell Street, Dublin.  Free.  www.irishaid.gov.ie.
Tuesday, 24th May

· 3.30pm: African-themed storytelling for toddlers.  Central Library, ILAC Centre, Dublin 1.  Free.  www.dublincity.ie.

· 11.30am: African-themed storytelling for toddlers and book display.  Finglas Library, Dublin 11.  Free.  www.dublincity.ie.

· 6pm: ‘Benda Bilili!’ film screening organised by Doras Luimní.  Belltable Arts Centre, Limerick City.  Free.  www.dorasluimni.org.  

· 7-9pm: Readings and discussions from Zimbabwean, Nigerian and Irish writers and poets.  Hosted by Dil Wickremasinghe.  Irish Aid Volunteering and Information Centre, O’Connell Street, Dublin.  Free.  www.irishaid.gov.ie.
Wednesday, 25th May

· 2.30-5pm: ‘Investing in Africa – Society, Agriculture and Enterprise’ – conference presented by Trinity College Dublin, University College Dublin and Self Help Africa.   Chaired by Charlie Bird and opened by Minister of State for Trade and Development, Jan O’Sullivan TD and H.E. Catherine Muigai Mwangi, Kenyan Ambassador to Ireland.  Davis Lecture Theatre, Trinity College, Dublin 2.  Free.  RSVP to tidi@tcd.ie by Wednesday, 18th May, to guarantee a place.
· 6.30-9pm: Film screening of ‘U-Carmen eKhayelitsha’, a modern remake of Bizet’s ‘Carmen’ set in the South African township of Khayelitsha.  Audience discussion afterwards hosted by Sarina Bellissimo.  Irish Aid Volunteering and Information Centre, O’Connell Street, Dublin.  Free.  www.irishaid.gov.ie.
· 6pm: ‘Africa United’ film screening organised by Doras Luimní.  Loft Arts Venue, Limerick City.  Free.    www.dorasluimni.org.  

Thursday, 26th May

· 11am: African Story Time and book display.  Ballymun Library, Dublin 11.  Free.  www.dublincity.ie.

· 6.30-8pm: Debate – ‘Mission Accomplished?  How Africa Views Irish Missionaries’ – chaired by Joe Humphreys with contributors from Ireland, Uganda, Sierra Leone and Kenya. Irish Aid Volunteering and Information Centre, O’Connell Street, Dublin.  Free.  www.irishaid.gov.ie.
Friday, 27th May

· 10am-2pm: Spirit of Africa Cup – 10-pin bowling competition for Galway schools.  Organised by Spirit of Voice.  City Limits, Oranmore, Galway.  Free.  www.spiritofvoice.com.  

· 12.30-3.30pm: ‘A Taste of Africa’ - crafts, food, live music and drumming sessions, organised by Voluntary Missionary Movement.  National College of Art and Design, Thomas Street, Dublin 8.  Free.  www.vmminternational.org.  

· 7.30-9pm: Live music with Congolese guitarist and singer Niwel Tsumbu and band.  Irish Aid Volunteering and Information Centre, O’Connell Street, Dublin.  Free.  www.irishaid.gov.ie.
Saturday, 28th May

· 11.30am-5pm: AkiDwA’s Africa Day Celebration.  African food, music, drumming, coral bead-making, storytelling, hair-braiding, face-painting, henna design, massage, folk songs and arts and crafts.  Killarney Court Community Hall, Buckingham Street Upper, Dublin 1.  Free.  www.akidwa.ie.  

· 12.30-4pm: African-themed children’s activities and drumming workshops featuring Urs Wenk, Drum Dance Ireland and Limerick’s African Christian Drummers.  Organised by Doras Luimní.  Hunt Museum, Limerick City.  Free.  www.dorasluimni.org.  

· 2pm-1am: Community celebration featuring live bands, DJs, an African fashion show, choirs, music workshops, art and crafts displays and a barbecue.  Organised by Spirit of Voice.  Club Aras na nGael, Dominick Street, Galway.  Free until 11pm, €5 after 11pm.  www.spiritofvoice.com.  

· 8pm: African Music Disco Night, hosted by the Africa Centre.  Russell Court Hotel, Harcourt Street, Dublin 2.  €5.  www.africacentre.ie.  

Sunday, 29th May

· 11am-3pm: Africa Day Limerick.  Featuring street entertainment; drumming workshops; art, crafts and food stalls; children’s activities.  Delivered in partnership with Limerick City Council, Fun Ireland, University of Limerick and Doras Luimní.  Limerick City Hall, Merchant’s Quay.  Free. 

· 12.30-2pm: ‘African Strength’ – workshop and giant drumming performance, organised by University Concert Hall, Limerick.  Limerick City Hall, Merchant’s Quay (as part of Africa Day Limerick).  Free.  www.uch.ie.  
· 2-8pm: Africa Day Limerick. Featuring street entertainment; drumming workshops; art, crafts and food stalls; children’s activities; and a concert featuring Niwel Tsumbu, the Elikya Gospel Choir, Shaka Drummers and Éamonn Cagney.  Delivered in partnership with Limerick City Council, Fun Ireland, University of Limerick and Doras Luimní.  The Milk Market, Cornmarket Row, Limerick.  Free. 

Monday, 30th May

· 11am: African-themed storytelling and book display.  Coolock Library, Dublin 17.  Free.  www.dublincity.ie.

About Africa Day in Ireland

Irish Aid is the Government’s programme for overseas development.  It is managed by the Development Cooperation Directorate of the Department of Foreign Affairs.  Irish Aid has been active in supporting and promoting Africa Day since 2008.  This year, the main focus is on support for community group, cultural and educational initiatives.  Further information about Irish Aid is available at: www.irishaid.gov.ie.  Further information about Africa Day is available at: www.africaday.ie.  

