TEMPLATE LETTER TO TDs

Dear Deputy < name > 

I am writing to ask you to ensure that Ireland keeps its promise to the world: to spend at least 0.7% of gross national income on overseas development assistance by 2015 at the latest, and each year after that.

I acknowledge that Ireland is facing unprecedented challenges arising from the global downturn, and we know that you, as our elected representative, are facing many difficult choices. But we also know that Ireland will need the help of the international community to overcome these challenges. 

As a small, open economy, Ireland depends on its global reputation as a reliable partner - as a country that keeps its promises. This year, we have an outstanding opportunity to cement that reputation. 

Ten years ago, 192 heads of state agreed a set of Goals that aim to bring about a new world order, and, amongst other things, to halve extreme poverty by 2015. This unique political consensus, agreed at the dawn of this century, provided a blue print for international action, and a sense of purpose and optimism that we can influence our own future.

Since the UN Summit in 2000 that agreed these Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), poor countries have invested heavily in the policies and mechanisms that are required, and rich countries have increased the amounts of money they are making available for overseas aid. But more action is needed now: The MDGs will only be achieved if donor countries like Ireland keep their promises on overseas aid.

Ireland is uniquely placed to make a meaningful and lasting contribution to the elimination of hunger and poverty across the world. And in honouring our promises, we will lay the basis for our own national recovery, as we show that Ireland keeps its word, and is a country open to the world.

Please use your influence to protect Ireland’s aid budget, and ensure that Ireland delivers on its aid promises.

Thank you,

